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THE 

AGITATOR 
 

The Unison Jasper 
 

Action on the 
Waterfront 

Statement by CWPA to the 

Maritime Union of Australia, 

Newcastle branch. 
 

The Communist Workers Party of 

Australia strongly applauds the 

recent action, taken by the 

Newcastle Branch of the Maritime 

Union of Australia, on the 

Newcastle waterfront on Saturday 

1st of August 2020. 

According to reports the action 

undertaken, by the Newcastle 

members, of the MUA saw seven 

Burmese merchant seamen being 

escorted off the bulk carrier, the 

Unison Jasper, a foreign based ship 

based in Taiwan.  
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We understand that these seven 

merchant seamen had not had any 

shore leave in fourteen months 

whilst being paid a mere pittance, 

the equivalent of $140 a week in 

Australian dollars. This is little 

better than modern day slavery and 

must be condemned in the strongest 

possible terms.  

Legislative changes must be made to 

stop this exploitation of foreign 

crewed shipping using Australian 

ports.  

The current Federal Government 

must be condemned for its 

participation in allowing this 

disgusting practice to continue.  

The Communist Workers Party of 

Australia would like to offer our 

support, to the Newcastle branch of 

the Maritime Union of Australia, in 

any other actions undertaken on the 

Newcastle waterfront that would 

help prevent the use of “Flag of 

Convenience” shipping in Australian 

waters. Well done Comrades! 

 

 

 

Burmese merchant Seament 

The Housing Crisis in 

Australia:  

calls for more Social 

Housing 

by Brenda Kellaway 
 

Compared with many other 
countries, the cost of housing in 

Australia is relatively high. 
According to ABS statistics, 

released in the 2017-2018, the 
estimated average household 

spending for housing is between 
30% to 50% of household income. 

The average weekly housing costs 
were $484 for people with a 
mortgage and “366” for renters up to 

2019.  
 

The high cost of housing, in 
Australia, is the cause for massive 

stress and struggle for workers, 
particularly for lower paid workers, 

the under-employed or unemployed 
people and for anyone who is 

currently receiving welfare benefits.  
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On welfare benefits “a single person 
with no dependent children” 

receives “a maximum of $555.70 per 
fortnight — not quite $40 a day. 

Partnered people get less ($501.10 
per fortnight), while older people 

who have been on Newstart for nine 
continuous months, as well as those 

with dependent children, receive 
more ($601.10).”  
 
(RMIT ABC Fact Check14 August)  

 

 

 

Rough Sleepers Sydney 
 

 

For a brief period, the Australian 

government increased welfare 
payments to include Jobkeeper and 

Jobseeker payments due to Covid19 
however, those payments are 
currently being removed and welfare 

payments have begun to go back to 
the earlier rate as per above. 
 

At the same time homelessness in 

Australia has increased.  

According to ABS statistics; “On 

Census night in 2016, more than 116,000 

people were estimated to be homeless in 

Australia—58% were male, 21% were 

aged 25–34 and 20% identified as 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Australians (ABS 2018). Around 51,000 

(44%) were living in severely crowded 

dwellings. Over 21,000 (18%) were living 

in supported accommodation for the 

homeless and 8,200 (7%) were rough 

sleepers.  

 

Of course, with the advent of the 

Covid19 virus, these homelessness 

figurers have worsened. 

At the same time the availability of 

housing is decreasing with rental 

accommodation in short supply as 

landlords decide to sell their 

property or move into their property 

due to their own financial problems.  

 

 

People in Melbourne Lined up to view 

rental property 
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According to a spokesperson for 

James Henry Real Estate, reported 

on NBN news on October 21st 2020, 

up to 100 people had come through 

just one home inspection as 

prospective applicants to rent the 

property in Newcastle area. Many 

other areas have reported the same 

or similar numbers of people 

attempting to find accommodation.  

 

All of this points to the fact that 

there is a need for increased Social 

Housing particularly publicly owned 

housing, in Australia.  

There is now a crisis regarding 

housing with younger people 

severely affected but also many 

people on the older aged pension, 

sole parents, indigenous peoples and 

lower paid workers.  

On September 2020 more than 300 

community groups came together to 

“warn the federal government that 

tens of thousands of Australian 

families could be left homeless as a 

result of the Covid19 pandemic if 

the Federal Government does not 

boost support for social housing 

project in this year’s 

budget.”(ABC news 28th 

September, Stephanie Borys).   

 

What was the Morrison 

governments response? 

SBS News reports that “more than 

$41 million will be cut from federal 

funding for homelessness services 

and social housing in 2021, a move 

advocates have described as 

devastating for the sector” (SBS 

7/10/2020).  

The Communist Workers Party of 

Australia calls for the Australian 

Federal Government to immediately 

increase funds for Social housing 

and to establish projects for the 

building more government owned 

public housing, this will not only 

assist in housing but will also create 

more employment for those working 

in the building industry. 

 

View from above of rows of low set timber houses with 

outhouses built by the Queensland Housing Commission 

in Norman Park, Brisbane around 1950. Not pretty but at 

least people weren’t living on the streets. 



5 
 

 

Coronavirus Socialism vs 
Capitalism 
By Sam Bullock 

 

The coronavirus allegedly began in 
China in Wuhan province.  
The capitalists criticize China's 

handling of the Coronavirus despite 
the fact China took the necessary 

measures to contain the deadly 
outbreak. Whilst Wuhan is a 

province of 11 million people, 
the size of the population of Cuba, 

nobody lost their livelihoods nor 
went bankrupt because the 

government made certain their 
livelihoods were protected. 
 

  
Building hospital in 7 days Wuhan 

                                                                                            
 

The Chinese government were able 
to organise their people in such a 

way as to be able to build a hospital 
in 7 days to contain Covid19 and to 
provide treatment to 11million 

people whilst, at the same time, 
locking down the city of Beijing 

with a population of 45 million, 

approximately the same as the 
population of Australia. Yet Scott 

Morrison has done next to nothing to 
improve the economy and has been 

totally ineffective in any action to 
contain the virus, leaving it instead 

to the state premiers taking minimal 
action to prevent massive 

unemployment and social isolation.  
                                                                                                             

 
An electrician working on electricals for 

hospital in Wuhan 
 

Morrison has been throwing money 

at the capitalist class instead of those 
impoverished due to Coronavirus. In 

Australia the government was slow 
in response to implement lock 

downs and slow to get off the 
mark, caring more about the 
capitalist class instead of the 

working class people who often find 
themselves having to choose 

between rent and eating. 

 
Doctors from Cuba being sent overseas to 

help with Covid19 
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Let's compare this with Socialist 
Cuba who, not only contained the 

virus, but sent their doctors off to 14 
different countries including Spain, 

Italy, Nicaragua, Trinidad and 
Jamaica to assist medical staff there 

in treating people with Covid19. In 
Cuba citizens have Universal free 

healthcare however, when they 
offered to help in the U.S, the U.S 

officials refused to allow Cuban 
doctors into the country.  
 

 
Cuban doctors being sent to Italy to 

help with Coronavirus cases 
 

The Cuban’s didn’t ask for anything 

in return for the use of their medical 
staff giving free medical treatment 

to the world. Cuba is in the process 
of developing a vaccine for Covid19 

which they are happy to share with 
the world instead of being patented 

by a private pharmaceutical 
company. The same couldn’t be said 

of us! 
 

China also provided protective 
equipment to the rest of the world 

and likewise is working on a vaccine 
and equally are interested in 

distributing any vaccine fee free to 
the rest of the world. 
 

The Capitalist system however, 

descended into total anarchy with 
thousands of people dying in Italy, 

United Kingdom, Europe, USA and 
hundreds here in Australia. There 

was a toilet paper crisis as people 
were not given clear instructions & 

instead were often given 
contradictory instructions regarding 

Covid19, like if to wear to a mask or 
not.  

 
In Australia there has been 

confusion about what is or is not an 
essential service. Is the Cinema, or 

gym an essential service? Cruise 
ships, like the Ruby Princess, with 

people infected with Coronavirus, 
were able to disembark in Sydney 
without even being tested. 

 
In North Korea, the DPRK locked 

down their borders with China and 
Russia immediately and have had no 

recorded cases of Coronavirus.  
 

Venezuela have given subsidies to 
pay people for lost incomes and 

have suspended all mortgage 
payments and rent for six months. 

Venezuela are working with 
Cuba and china to organise medical 
treatment for Coronavirus.  
 

Socialist countries are showing 
solidarity with each other whereas in 

the U.S, the UK and Australia the 
people have trouble finding 
solidarity around Coronavirus within 

their own national borders. 
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Remembering Lazarus 

   By Mark Elliot-Ranken 

I remember Lazarus through words and books. 

Every Sunday in a mostly misspent youth 

in a mostly forgotten suburb, 

a droning of flies in the heat or the chill of the 

back seats. 

 

Come’s back, not the suburb but the figure. 

A strange story rising from the dead isn’t it? 

How many times did one hear the explanations 

of how and why this could/could not happen 

...except by faith the old Sunday school 

teachers would say, they droned on with the 

flies too. 

 

Faith, a faintly spurious oxymoron in our 

secular times yet … 

We were supposed to succumb to it, halleluiah 

but didn’t. 

The surf and girls, oily and slippery as seals 

coyly watching us flex some things we were 

not quite sure of. Adolescent longings soon to 

be nimbly used to sell us old cars, marriages, 

houses, insurance and all the other 

shibboleths of the age of mechanical 

reproduction. 

 

Where was Lazarus now, still moldering in the 

pages of those good news books, where did 

they get that soppy name. 

There was no ‘good news’ we were ‘wicked’ 

and ‘slothful’ as adults letting the side down 

apparently. 

 

 

 
Painting by Mark Elliot-Ranken 

'Dark Landfall' & is 1400 x 1000mm Acrylic on 

Canvas 

 

‘Wouldn’t work in an iron lung’ said the old 

codgers in front bars everywhere. Not enough 

wealth creation apparently. Who for, someone 

not us you understand, just for suits with 

accounts. All for the societies’ better we were 

told constantly, that droning again. 

 

So what now Lazarus, are you better off 

unrisen or…did you wander the lands confused, 

bewildered even asking why, why did I 

comeback from comfortably dead & buried.  

 

Who was it that threw the money lenders out 

of the temple, bit dangerous wasn’t it! But a 

good idea all the same. Looking around could 

do with some more of that here & now. That 

was the story I really liked…but the old 

teachers in their floral dresses on old flesh 

weren’t so eager to talk of this, just Lazarus 
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Letters to the 
Editor 

 

 
Muswellbrook, 

reliance on coal & 

Casualisation. 
 

Dear Editor, 
 
Having been a long-time resident of 
the Upper Hunter, I have seen some 
interesting times of boom and bust. 
During the boom times I have seen 
literally hundreds of new faces 
come to Muswellbrook with the 
prospect of finding work and in 
most cases with a degree of success. 
There have been hundreds of new 
houses built and some of the older 
homes refurbished to accommodate 
eager families. 
 
On the other side of things, when 
the value of coal slides away 
downwards, we see just the 
opposite with the steady increase of 
vacant houses, second-hand cars 
and motorbikes placed on the side 
of the road, advertised for sale. So 
much for a good steady job in the 
coalfields! 
 
There are two reasons for my 
above-mentioned dilemma, firstly 
the total reliance on the coal market 
to help families repay their 
mortgages. I have been through this 
experience and it isn’t nice when a 
resource company has the say in 
whether you stay or go as far as 
your job is concerned. Not quite so 
bad for those people who have 

permanent jobs but those who are 
casual it is a totally different story.  
 
Secondly, there are literally 
thousands of people employed here, 
in the Hunter, on casual based 
employment contracts, and not only 
in the coal industry. CASUALISATION 
of the workforce must be stopped! 
 

Over the past 20 years or more I 
have taken a great interest in local 
politics here and at one time I was a 
committee member on an important 
council committee. This committee 
was chaired by the now current 
mayor and this person and I clashed 
repeatedly to the point where the 
committee was abandoned and 
later reformed in another form. 
 

 
 
I have been watching the behaviour 
of our council “leader” for some 
time now and I am very concerned 
about how things are going with 
council’s finance. I have been given 
some very good information, as to 
exactly how the finances are going, 
and was told from a very informed 
source that the current net debt is 

approx. 85Million dollars!   
 
You might ask how could that be as 
this Shire Council sits well in the 
Carbon Capital of NSW? The answer 
is this; most councils have a R’s 
policy, Rates, Roads and Rubbish 
whereas, this Council has added an 
extra R for REAL ESTATE.   
 
A local shopping centre, valued at 

23 million dollars, was purchased 

for 34.25 million dollars. Also, Just 
recently over 10 million dollars was 
spent on propping up a Bio-fuel 
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plant proposal that may never 
happen, talk about throwing money 
around! 
 
When a question on finance is put to 
council, the standard reply is given 
is that all matters relating to council 
finance are deemed “Commercial in 
Confidence!” How this situation has 
come about I just don’t know, but 
dear Comrades I won’t let this 
matter rest till I get some answers! 
 
Cde Pete 
 
 

Capitalism 

and Alienation on the 

Left 

by Sam Bullock 

 

Dear Editor. 

When we analyse the objective 

ideology of the left, from a scientific 

perspective, I, as Marxist-Leninist, 

look at the revisionist tendencies 

that have developed within the left.  

The working class has nothing to 

sell but their labour to the capitalist 

class who control the means 

production.  

The revisionist left in Australia, has 

lost its way in the practice of 

Marxist ideology regarding the 

working class, especially with 

unskilled Labourers, those who 

have disabilities and the 

unemployed who find themselves 

marginalised and ostracised in 

Australian Society or in any 

Capitalist Society.  

The revisionist left appears to have 

an obsession purely with a Trade 

union movement, their 

representations limited to the 

interests of skilled workers, 

electricians, construction workers, 

plumbers & bus drivers etc.  

Revisionist Communist Parties & 

Trotskyist parties disregard the 

unemployed, unskilled workers and 

migrants on 457 visas.  

457 visa workers, who are paid 

less, are undertaking unskilled jobs 

causing issues of racism amongst 

the working class, as workers 

mistakenly see them simply as 

taking their jobs, rather than being 

aware that it is the Capitalist who 

wishes to exploit these migrant 

workers, who are under-paid. 

Disabled people currently hold the 

highest rate of unemployment and 

under-employment apart from 

aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islanders. 

Karl Marx talked about the 

alienation of Labour which is a 

reality for people with 

disabilities who find themselves out 

of work.   

 

When I turned to the revisionist left, 

they completely ignored the 

position of disabled people. They 

ignored the reality I, and others 

with disabilities, are facing in 

Australia, focusing instead on 

those with jobs and the unions as 



10 
 

organisations instead of looking at 

the struggles of people with very 

low paying jobs, with little to no job 

security and unemployment. They 

refused to look at people with very 

little to no opportunities for social 

advancement focussing instead on 

people who have comfortably paid 

union jobs.  

When I saw union officials, with 

holiday homes down on the 

Sunshine Coast, when people with 

disabilities have trouble  to actually 

pay rent and are threatened with 

eviction, I consider that they, well 

paid union officials, have little or no 

idea what the life of actual working 

class people, those with disabilities 

and unemployed is like. They are 

completely disconnected from the 

working class. 

The obsession with identity politics 

and purely skilled workers, the 

refusal to accept the changing 

conditions of Australian working 

class, with casualisation, under-

employment and neglect of people 

with disabilities leaves them 

alienated from the working classes 

and leaves space for the growth of 

fascism as people look for 

simplistic reasons for their 

unemployment. 

The left in Australia must always 

consider the changing conditions 

and act accordingly to bring all 

workers into the Communist 

Movement.  

 

Early Australian 

Marxism Reconsidered: 

Part 2. 

       By Alfons the Bandicoot. 

It is easy for comrades to forget that 

Marxism-Leninism was unknown in 

Australia until about two years after 

the Great October Socialist 

Revolution.  

If you try to find any Marxism-

Leninism in Australia before 1919 

you are going to end up chasing 

phantoms. The ten years leading up 

to that time feature a number of 

Marxisms and they can be 

interesting, or sometimes a bit fruity, 

but they were not sufficiently 

advanced to threaten capitalism in 

Australia.  

The founding of the Communist 

Party in 1920 marked the start of a 

slow process of Australian 

awakening to the true meaning of 

Marxism, as revealed by Lenin’s 
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practical application of scientific 

understandings, to the historical 

mission of the working class to 

abolish capitalism. The second part 

of our story begins during the early 

Commonwealth period. 

 

Leaflet from the Victorian Socialist Party 

pamphlet 

The Socialist Federation of 

Australasia, formed in 1907, sought 

to amalgamate all of the Marxian 

groups of the time, including the 

Victorian Socialist Party (the  

V.S.P), the Barrier Social 

Democratic Club, the International 

Socialists in Sydney, and another 

group. One important publication of 

the S.F.A. was The Materialist 

Conception of History - An 

Introduction to Its Study by H. E. 

Houston, issued in 1910.  

Leading Marxist intellectuals from 

the S.F.A. such as Harry Langridge 

and Bob Ross gave a voice to 

militancy, bitterly rejecting both 

liberal politicians, and the 

Westminster system itself. In this, 

they were assisted by ample 

quantities of Marxian literature 

imported from Chicago.  

Apart from works by Marx and 

Engels, one of the popular titles 

from Chicago was the English 

translation of The Class Struggle, by 

Karl Kautsky, also known as the 

Erfurt Program, which had become 

the key text of the fractious Second 

International.  

Unlike Marx or Engels, and against 

contemporary Russian texts by 

Lenin (none of which were known in 

Australia), Kautsky believed that the 

capitalist system of property 

relations could be overcome via the 

election of Marxists to parliament.  

Kautsky’s approach, further 

developed by Eduard Bernstein, had 

as its focus the German Social 

Democratic Party, which always had 

a left wing which was Marxian, 

whereas the Labor Party had not. By 

entertaining the idea of ‘turning’ 

Labor, the V.S.P. leadership, and 

some others, provoked a reaction 

from other, stricter, Marxists. 

  

 

R. S. Ross (Bob Ross) 
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The other group of Marxian 

socialists in Australia, who strongly 

objected to the early Labor Party, 

were the Industrial Workers of the 

World. There were I.W.W. clubs 

and ‘Locals’ in several places.  

The bold approach of the so-called 

Industrialists was to organise the 

whole workforce of the country, and 

take complete control of industries 

and, hence, by-pass the apparatus of 

capitalist politics. The threat from 

the I.W.W. to the Labor Party came 

on two fronts. One was the danger 

that the ‘union’ aspect of the I.W.W. 

would siphon off members from the 

A.W.U. and other large unions, 

which funded and supported the 

Labor Party. 

 The I.W.W. charged lower 

membership fees, arguing that this 

was because none of the hard-earned 

cash of the workers would end up 

being paid to a treacherous political 

party.  

The second threat came from the 

Marxian position of the I.W.W., 

which insisted that parliamentary 

politics and government was nothing 

but a shadow theatre, concealing the 

plutocratic and oligarchic power 

structure of every capitalist society.  

Confusion over this outright 

rejection of politics had led to a 

break within the early I.W.W. in the 

U.S., with the strict Marxists 

departing in 1908 to form a Detroit 

version, having a combined political 

and industrial approach. The 

remaining Chicago version persisted 

as a purely industrial body. 

Rejection of all forms of politics 

made socialism problematic for the 

Chicago I.W.W., because there 

could be no state owned industries 

and no transition to communism, 

and it also left the Chicago I.W.W. 

open to accusations that it was a 

utopian anarchistic outfit, incapable 

of organising the actual overthrow 

of capitalist states. 

 

The International Socialist Review 

Labor in office after 1910 faced the 

dilemma of every catch-all reformist 

party when elected, of needing to 

put a large slate of promised changes 

into effect. 

To some who imagined ‘Socialism 

in Our Time’ the harvest must have 

seemed very poor indeed. After 

1910, the International Socialist, 

edited by Henry ‘Harry’ Holland in 

Sydney, was able to sustain monthly 
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circulation, sufficient for it to stay in 

business for more than a decade.  

The protests against Labor’s ‘boy 

conscription’ attracted campaigners, 

especially via the use of George 

Kirkpatrick’s 1910 anti-war and 

anti-capitalist best seller, War – 

What For?, with its lurid cartoons, 

and yet more Marxist book imports 

from George H. Kerr in Chicago. 

The S.F.A., and various I.W.W. 

groups, were able to expand due to 

Labor’s perceived failures. Among 

Labor supporters, a few would be 

satisfied as their pet policy gained in 

the parliament, but others, feeling 

shunned and ignored, could be 

courted by the Marxians.  

 

 

Tom Mann 

In Victoria, the more vehement anti-

Labor section of the V.S.P. broke 

away in 1911, to form the Australian 

Socialist Party (A.S.P.). The 

socialists in Sydney connected to 

Harry Holland also formed an A.S.P. 

branch, and with his assistance they 

printed a number of pamphlets 

including Mental Dynamite - Or 

Little Lessons to Learn (1911) and 

Bob Winspear’s Economic Warfare 

(1912).  

 

Anti-Conscription Campaign Victoria 

When the imperialist war broke out 

in 1914, both the I.W.W. groups, 

and the V.S.P. and its allies, engaged 

in useful anti-imperialist Marxist 

agitation and propaganda. It is likely 

that many of the International 

Socialist and A.S.P. supporters went 

into the I.W.W. at this time, later to 

re-emerge as the A.S.P. again after 

the war.  

The conscription referendums in 

1916 and 1917 tore Australian 

society apart. Hughes had staked his 

leadership on conscription, and 

when the Labor Caucus decided 

against the highly contentious 

measure, the referendum was his last 

chance to win. The majority within 



14 
 

Labor closed ranks to oppose 

conscription, alongside the majority 

of trade union leaders, Irish 

Australians, and the other groups 

which were already opposed to the 

war itself. Among the Marxists, two 

groups especially opposed the war, 

the I.W.W., and the V.S.P affiliated 

Marxians, who were associated with 

Bob Ross.  

 

(Anti-conscription poster the wording says: 

Listen Free-born Australians! Do you wish to be 

slaves chained like cattle to the Cart of 

Capitalism, toiling under the worst conditions, 

driven by the lash of militarism? As no san man 

or woman wishes that Vote No on December 20 

and retain your Liberty.) 

In September and October 1916, the 

main unions, Labor branches and 

parliamentarians, and assorted 

feminists, pacifists, and socialists, 

all campaigned hard for the ‘NO’ 

vote. Following the 1916 Easter 

Rising, Irish Australians worried 

about the prospect of being sent to 

the ‘old country’ to potentially shoot 

their own cousins, and Bob Ross 

printed The Axe to the Root by 

James Connolly. The Australian 

Marxists would possibly have 

agreed with Lenin’s 1915 slogan to 

‘turn the imperialist war into a civil 

war’, if any of them had known of it 

at that time. 

Billy Hughes orchestrated a 

spectacular show trial in Sydney, 

against twelve allegedly active 

members of the I.W.W., on bogus 

arson charges. The trial of the 

‘I.W.W. Twelve’ coincided with the 

referendum campaign. Newspapers 

printed long accounts of the trial 

side by side with reportage of anti-

conscription rallies. There were 

numerous mass gatherings on both 

sides, and huge crowds sometimes 

attended.  

The attitude of Irish Australians, 

indicated in publications like D. P. 

Russell’s Sinn Fein and the Irish 

Rebellion, reinforced the anti-

conscription sentiment of so many 

Australian born trade unionists. In a 

final burst of activity, the anti-

conscriptionists papered walls with a 

poster featuring Bob Winspear’s 

poem ‘The Blood Vote’ and a 

forceful cartoon by Claude Marquet. 

 

Anti-Conscription poster 
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Not long before the Great October 

Socialist Revolution, Australia had 

been convulsed by large strikes. The 

worst episode of industrial unrest 

had been triggered by attempts to 

introduce the new American 

‘scientific management’ at the 

government railway workshops in 

New South Wales, and it spread to 

other industries. It was still in its 

final stages on Melbourne’s 

waterfront when the Bolsheviks 

seized power. 

While the capitalist intellectuals 

sought to discipline industry while 

respecting the property rights of 

owners, the heirs of the I.W.W. had 

a diametrically opposite idea.  

In the 1919 pamphlet Job Control 

published by the Australian branch 

of the Workers’ International 

Industrial Union (W.I.I.U.), the 

anonymous author described a 

worker controlled abattoir, where all 

decisions were being made by a 

daily committee meeting of 

representative workers. Such 

experiments followed the Marxian 

thinking of the earlier I.W.W., now 

rebadged as the W.I.I.U., but another 

clear-cut legacy of the I.W.W. was 

the idea of ‘One Big Union’ 

(O.B.U.). 

 

 

 In January1919 at a conference in 

Melbourne, Bob Ross and others 

accelerated a movement begun the 

previous year in Sydney, to 

amalgamate the A.W.U. and mining 

unions, as the start of a process to 

create a single Australian trade 

union organisation.  

By the end of 1920 the Labor Party 

and its allies in the A.W.U. had 

thwarted the O.B.U. campaign, 

which had the potential to shift 

Labor far to the political left. At the 

same time as the O.B.U. campaign, 

reliable information was emerging in 

Australia regarding the Great 

October Socialist Revolution. For 

the first time, translations of writings 

of Lenin and Bukharin were being 

published in cheap Australian 

editions. These Melbourne printings 

of Lenin were associated with a 

magazine, The Proletarian, 

published by former members of the 

V.S.P., and such publishing activity 

comprises one of several strands 
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within Australian Marxism at the 

end of the war, and immediately 

thereafter.  

The various fragments comprising 

Australian Marxism during this 

period can be classified via their 

pamphlets, and especially the 

printers. Two distinct Melbourne 

groups can be identified, one 

connected to Ross and the other 

connected to remnants of the I.W.W. 

and other anti-revisionist Marxists.  

Both Sydney and Melbourne had 

small Socialist Labor Party (S.L.P.) 

groups, and Sydney’s International 

Socialist group was now known as 

the Australian Socialist Party 

(A.S.P.), loosely aligned with a 

Melbourne group of the same name 

which had split from the V.S.P., and 

was publishing The Proletarian in 

1920.  

 

 

The Broken Hill socialists were 

aligned with Ross and the V.S.P., 

especially through their main 

organiser, Paddy Lamb. In Brisbane, 

the brother of William Lane, Ernie 

Lane, acted as a facilitator for a 

variety of Marxian campaigners. 

The V.S.P. had been much involved 

in the O.B.U. campaign, and in 

Broken Hill the socialists were 

encouraged by the election of Percy 

Brookfield to the New South Wales 

parliament, for the Labor Party. As a 

politician in Sydney, Brookfield was 

able to assist Peter Simonov, to 

establish an unofficial consular 

presence of revolutionary Russia in 

1918. The following year the use of 

the red flag by Russian Australians 

living in Brisbane precipitated a riot 

by reactionary elements, including 
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some returned diggers. In early 1920 

Bob Ross published a small book on 

the meaning of the Bolshevik 

revolution for Australian Marxists, 

Revolution in Russia and Australia, 

which vacillated between the ‘pure’ 

Marxian position of Lenin, and the 

revisionism of Kautsky. One of the 

difficulties faced by Ross and others 

in the V.S.P., was whether to disown 

their friendly relations with Labor 

Party socialists such as George 

Prendergast and Frank Anstey. 

By 1920 there had been enough 

publishing and discussion relating to 

Lenin’s position to energise a 

significant portion of the Marxian 

groups. In the words of Ernie lane: 

“To me, as to many millions, the 

workers’ revolution in Russia, came 

as an inspiring revelation of the new 

society which we had dreamed of 

and toiled for with little hope in the 

immediate future. The triumph of the 

Russian workers lit a torch that 

flashed a light across the world that 

gives faith in the hope that the age-

long tyranny of the select few over 

the masses of the people will soon be 

a nightmare of the past.” 

 

With active encouragement from 

Simonov, members of the A.S.P. 

and the V.S.P. met in Sydney in 

October 1920, and formed the 

Australian Communist Party, also 

known as the Communist Party of 

Australia (C.P.A.). 

 

 

 

About our Theory and 

Practice Section: 

 We give our comrades the 

opportunity to participate in 

discussions about theory and 

practice in this section. These articles 

are an opportunity for comrades to 

discuss their ideas regarding theory 

and practice. Our party follows the 

practice of democratic centralism 

and we actively encourage our 

comrades to take part. People from 

outside of our party can submit 

articles however, we reserve the 

right to not publish if these 

submissions do not fall in line with 

Marxist-Leninist principles. We will 

not publish anything that 

discriminates against other groups 

of people on the grounds of 

subjective notions of race, gender or 

sexual preference or other forms of 

discrimination. You can send your 

articles to the following email 

account: 

brendakellaway@outlook.com 

 

mailto:brendakellaway@outlook.com
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Korean re-unification 
by Sam Bullock 

 

The revisionist left has mislead the 
public about the DPRK, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea. To understand the social and 
economic development of the 

DPRK, and Korean history, you 
need to understand how they moved 

to socialism first, including the role 
of the ‘fatherland patriotic war’ 

against the brutal occupation by the 
Japanese from 1931 to 1945.  

 

 
 

Above photo: “Korean “Comfort Women” under 

the Japanese Empire. While Japan claimed these 

women volunteered their services to the Empire, 

many of the former prostitutes later testified that 

they were coerced, deceived, or kidnapped from 

their homes, and forced into the industry. Once 

recruited, the women were posted in “comfort 

stations” throughout the Japanese occupied 

territories, where they were frequently raped and 

beaten by Japanese soldiers. Around three 

quarters of comfort women died, and many 

survivors were left infertile due to sexual trauma 

or disease. Though the Japanese government has 

since made several formal apologies and provided 

compensation to victims, it’s understandable why 

many Koreans find it hard to forgive the country.” 

From the History collection: 

 
https://historycollection.com/23-

photographs-japanese-occupation-korea-
liberation/ 

 

Millions of Koreans were killed 
during the Japanese occupation, they 

outlawed Korean language and all 
Korean culture. The Korean people 

were forced to learn Japanese first 
and the Japanese occupiers became 

the landowners. 
 

 
A Japanese officer taunting an elderly 

Korean man 

 

 At the age of 15, Kim ill-sung, the 
later founding leader of North 

Korea, joined the Korean resistance 
to fight the Japanese Imperial Army 

and, with the Soviets, they had a 
great victory. Upon their victory a 

decision was made to decolonise 
Korea and re-educate the people in 

the Korean language and culture. 
The government also started to 

nationalise the economy and move 
away from the privatised industry 
put in place by the Japanese 

imperialist rulers.  
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Kim ill-sung 

 

The Korean Workers Party was 
formed from two political 

organisations, the Korean 
Communist Party and the Korean 

Democratic Party who were also the 
two major organisations fighting 

against the Japanese. 
 

 
Soldiers during Japanese 

occupation of Korea 

 

 Juch is the ideology of North Korea, 
based on Marxist- Leninist ideology 

& practice inclusive of the unity of 
the workers, peasants, intellectuals 

and the Korean people’s army united 
under the leadership of the Korean 

Workers Party.  
 

Kim ill sung held Karl Marx, 
Frederick Engels and VI Lenin in 

high regard along with Stalin and 
Mao. Included in the ideology of 

the North Korean people is the idea 
of a self-reliant nation where one is 

master of their own destiny. When 
Kim ill-sung died, Kim jung ill  
continued this ideology including 

the ideas regarding the re-unification 
of Korea. In 1994 the last document 

Kim ill sung signed, before his 
death, was to re-unify North and 

South Korea. 
 

The dream of one country was 

stifled by the United states and 
betrayed by Sun Mon Rie during the 

Korean War when they overthrew 
the government of the Korean 

Republic. This is when the Soviet 
Union intervened and ended in the 

dividing of Korea into the North and 
the South. After the official division 

the US forces occupied South Korea 
and attacked North Korea flattening 

it to the ground.  
 

 
American B 26 bombers, attacking North 

Korea 
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The North Koreans worked with 

Chinese volunteers and the Soviet 
Union in order to drive the U.S 

forces out of North Korea.  
 

 
North Korean forces fighting against the 

invaders. 

 
The Korean war ended in a 

stalemate, there is still no peace 
treaty in place and the occupation 
of South Korea continued, and a 

demilitarised zone was 
established. 

 
The U.S continues to control the 

South Korean military. During the 
1990’s, in ‘the sunshine period,’  

Kim Jung Ill attempted a re-
unification with South Korea, and it 

had moved forward, however, with a 
change in the U.S government, it has 

gone by the wayside. The change in 
the South Korean government, to a 
conservative government, saw the 

sunshine talks ended. More recently 
Donald Trump has had 3 summits 

with Kim Jong-un the first Republic 
of Korea, regarding the idea of a re-

unified country. 

The Singapore summit was a 

historical event that ended on very 

agreeable terms. This was followed 

by the Hanoi summit which 

unfortunately, thanks to Mike 

Pompeo’s stupidity in refusing to lift 

the trade sanctions on the DPRK, 

saw the DPRK delegation walk out 

although, Moon Sung Heie has had 

successful meetings more recently 

regarding re-unification.  

There were even discussions 

regarding an inter-Korean railroad 

between Soul and Poyunyang and 

also positive talks about re-

unification and what re-unification 

would look like.  

The DPRK and U. S had another 

summit in Sweden, unfortunately 

unsuccessful because again the U.S 

refused to meet the DPRK’s terms to 

drop the sanctions and to de-

militarise South Korea.  

Unfortunately, there was an incident 

between South Korea and DPRK 

because South Korea refused to 

reign in defectors who were using 

the inter-Korean base to spread anti-

Communist propaganda into the 

DPRK. 

Just as the talks went stale, the South 

Korea had a Parliamentary sitting 

and they stated that their first item of 

business was to enter talks again, the 

Korean peoples’ moves to become 

one country, with two political 

systems continues. 
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HISTORY IN ACTION 

The Decline of Full 

Employment in 

Australia 

By Brenda Kellaway 

For information regarding the rise of full 

employment in Australia please see my 

previous article: ‘Is full employment 

possible in Australia? Full employment & 

the 1945 White paper on employment’. In 

issue one of the Agitator. 

 

The decline of full employment was 

inevitable under Capitalism as an 

economy based on competition and 

exploitation, will inevitably give rise 

to unemployment. Capitalists thrive 

on a certain level of unemployment 

allowing them to maximise their 

exploitation of workers.  

Unemployment allows for a 

‘Reserve Army’, a pool of people 

that can be hired and fired at the 

behest or needs of the Capitalist, this 

being particularly useful for 

Capitalists when there is a need for 

rapidly increased production. 

The fear of losing one’s employment 

means that workers are more willing 

to accept lower wages and 

conditions thereby enabling 

Capitalists to reap the rewards of 

greater profit margins. Higher rates 

of employment, full employment, 

means that workers can pick and 

choose between employers and 

therefore workers are more able to 

negotiate better wages and 

conditions. Better wages equal lower 

profit margins for Capitalists. 

 

Recent queue in Australia of unemployed 

people 

However, this article 

is focused on the 

pulling apart of  

full employment 

specifically in 

Australia. 
 

The decline of full employment in 

Australia occurred gradually over-

time via the actions of successive 

governments inclusive of Liberal, 

LNP and Labor governments. In the 

graph ‘figure 1’ from the Bureau of 

statistics, on the next page, you can 

see that unemployment was very 

high in the great depression & again 

started to climb particularly from the 

early 197O’s however, the 

forerunner for this began much 

earlier. 
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Figure 1: (1301.0 –‘Year Book Australia, 
Bureau of Statistics 2001  ARCHIVED 

ISSUE Released at 11:30 AM 
(CANBERRA TIME) 25/01/2001) 

The early collection of Unemployed data 
was collected by the unions, hence 

information that says ‘Trade Union’. 

The unemployment rate was exceptionally high 

during the depression but since 1975 has steadily 

risen again particularly under-employment 

 

The initial move away from a viable 

economy and full employment 

began with a campaign launched by 

Robert Menzies, Earl Page from the 

Country Party, and other 

conservative and big business 

elements against the regulation of 

the banks.  

The previous banking legislation of 

the Curtin/Chifley government had 

included some better banking 

reforms including:  

* that the profits of wealthy 

individuals were placed into a 

special fund and used for public 

works, 

* that there would be low interest 

rates to promote stability in capital 

spending, 

* and they also required private 

banks to apply for a licence to trade. 

The licence to trade was made with 

the provision that a certain amount 

of low-income loans for housing and 

other applications made by the 

public.  

The prior government had also 

provided a government led 

‘Industrial Finance Department’ 

which provided capital for small and 

growing businesses that otherwise 

didn’t have the required securities 

for bank advances.  

Although the Curtin/Chiefly 

governments had better banking 

reforms, they lacked in the area of 

working conditions and workers 

under the Curtin/Chiefly 

governments often suffered from 

abysmal working conditions and 

pay. 

  

Miners’ strike under Chifley 
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1949 Miners strike 

In 1949, when 23,000 miners went 

out on strike for better pay and 

working conditions, a ’30-shilling 

increase’ and a ‘35 hour week’, 

Chifley sent the troops in against the 

miners. 

Obviously the Chifley government 

fell far short of what was needed in 

the area of working conditions 

however, the banking regulations, 

and by no means perfect banking 

regulations, of the Curtin/Chiefly 

governments, did assist in the 

creation of jobs, via finance being 

readily available to the public and 

small businesses at smaller interest 

rates,. They also allowed for a large 

pool of money to be available for 

public works.  

 

Menzies launched a high court 

challenge against the attempts by 

Chifley to further tighten 

government control over the banks 

by Nationalising the finance/banking 

sector. Menzies won, the High Court 

determining that to Nationalise the 

banks would be unconstitutional in 

1949.  

However, this wasn’t the end of 

Menzies’ pulling apart of the 

banking/financial sector. Menzies 

was elected in December 1949 

backed by big business and within 

15 months he’d called a double 

dissolution regarding the rejection of 

his banking bill which would change 

our banking system markedly. 

Menzies won the election, and the 

bill was eventually passed on 16th of 

July 1951.  

 

Menzies and Earl page & other launched a 

scare campaign re-election and people’s 

money 
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A large part of Menzies’ banking 

bill was the repeal of the previous 

better banking policies of the prior 

bill of 1957-1948 of the 

Curtin/Chifley government. Menzies 

opened the way for the control of 

credit back into the hands of the 

private banks whose aim was less 

about creating employment 

opportunities and more about 

creating profits for themselves. 

Menzies firstly separated the 

Commonwealth Bank into two, the 

Banking Corporation and the 

Reserve Bank and then created the 

banking board. Instead of the 

government having control over the 

banking system now the banks were 

regulated by a Commonwealth Bank 

Board separate to the government. 

 

Anti-Menzies wanted poster 

The problem with a Banking Board 

of course was who was going to be 

appointed to it and in whose interest 

they would be working, in other 

words removing some of the control 

from the government and placing it 

into the hands of those that may 

have particular individual interests. 

As Mr. Bird from the ALP stated in 

the 19th Parliament- First Session on 

3oth March 1950: 

“…The Treasurer has not announced 

the names of some of the persons 

whom the Government proposes to 

appoint to the bank board, if this bill 

becomes law. In an endeavour to allay 

our fears, the right honourable  

gentleman has explained that a 

member of the board may not be a 

director of a private banking 

institution. I do not accept- that 

statement because a member of the 

board, whilst not being a director of a 

private bank, may still have a 

considerable financial interest in or be 

associated with the conduct of such an 

institution. The bill does not provide 

that large shareholders in private 

banks shall not be eligible for 

appointment to the Commonwealth 

Bank Board. A director of a large 

industrial concern, who mixes freely 

with the directors of private banks in 

business and society, may be 

appointed to the board. Therefore, the 

Government’s proposal is fraught with 

all sorts of possibilities that, may prove 

adverse to the interests of the 

Australian people…”. 

(Mr. Bird ,3oth March, 1950, Hansard) 
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According to the ‘Reserve Bank of 

Australia: A Brief History,’ the 

legislation in 1951 established a new 

board of 10 members including the 

Governor, Deputy Governor and the 

Secretary to the Treasury. In the new 

banking legislation it states that 

from time to time that the board will 

report to the government, instead of 

the government being in direct 

control of the banking system, this 

board would make 

recommendations, not necessarily be 

directed in the first instance, by 

government. 

 

The Tribune, the Communist Party of 

Australia in 1951 

Menzies then set about opening up 

Australia to other private banks and 

was a strong supporter of ‘free 

trade.’ In the opening of the ANZ 

bank in Sydney Menzies stated the 

following: 

“The trading nations of the world, 

particularly 

in the next two or three years, have 

a tremendous task in front of them 

and it's a task in common so to 

handle those problems of finance as 

to free the channels of trade. I am 

not talking about tariff levels but to 

free the channels of trade and to 

expand the world's trade” Menzies 

24th September speech opening ANZ 

bank.” 

By ‘Free Trade’ Menzies meant the 

unrestricted international exchange 

of goods with tariffs only used as a 

source of revenue. However, 

Menzies and Holt went one further 

and made the first moves towards 

ending what he called ‘restrictive 

trade’ practices, thereby tying 

Australian finance to the financial 

markets of the world. This led the 

way for the Australian market to be 

flooded with cheap goods from 

overseas, particularly from Japan, 

thereby the beginning of the moves 

to allow manufacturing, previously 

conducted in Australia, to start 

moving overseas, thereby jobs 

moving overseas, however, this 

process was gradual at first. 

Holt was the first treasurer, in 1960, 

to chair the annual meetings of the 

IMF and World Bank in Washington 

and Australia did become more 

connected to the financial 

machinations of Washington. 

 

Harold Holt first treasurer to chair annual meeting 

of IMF & World Bank. Known for his mysterious 

disappearance in the sea. 
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1950’s cartoon anti -Menzies 

Menzies did still pursue some of the 

better policies of the prior 

government, including the Snowy 

Mountains Hydro-Electric scheme 

and other large infrastructure 

projects of the Curtin/Chifley 

government and for that purpose he 

employed Nugget Combes, from the 

prior Labor government, to continue 

this work which continued 

employment opportunities for a 

lengthy period of time. However, 

altering the banking system, along 

with allowing for ‘free trade,’ and 

government spending on wars on 

foreign soils, meant that Menzies 

left Australia in far worse financial 

shape than he found it.   

 

Since the Curtin/Chifley 

governments there has been no 

further attempt to Nationalise the 

banks and increasingly government 

control, government regulation over 

the banks, has been consistently 

weakened thereby resulting in the 

lack of control of the financial sector 

we have seen in recent years. 

 

H. C. Coombs (Nugget Coombs) 

Who strangely worked for both the Labor 

party, the Curtin & Chifley and Menzies 

government and was governor of the 

Reserve Bank. 

Prime minister McMahon’s 

contribution to releasing control of 

the financial sector, to private 

industry, included a plan to privatise 

business development finance, 

which previously had been 

controlled by government. 

According to the Australian 

government site on Treasurers. 

“McMahon produced a plan for a 

consortium of banks to form the 

Australian Resources Development 

Bank, an alternative to the 

government owned Australian 

Industry Development Corporation, 

which McEwen proposed. In 1967 
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the Holt Government rejected 

McEwen’s idea but in 1968 the 

Gorton Government adopted it.” 

(John Hawkins, 27 April 2012)  

 

Gough Whitlam 

Whitlam introduced many better 

reforms for the working-class 

including fee free education, better 

healthcare and other reforms 

however, he didn’t alter the nature 

of the financial sector being 

increasingly under-regulated. As a 

result of Australian finance being so 

closely connected to overseas 

finance, in the interests of private 

financial sector, we suffered a severe 

financial crisis in 1973-74. 

Previously the world money 

exchange had been based on a 

financial system called the ‘Bretton-

Woods’ financial system. It was 

where the value of money was tied 

to the price of gold. In the early 

1970’s there was a change of system 

away from this being based on the 

value of gold and there was an 

immediate devaluation of the US 

dollar. This, including attacks on the 

currency meant that the U.S ran up a 

series of balance of payments 

deficits. The Australian currency 

became a ‘fiat’ currency, a currency 

based on the currencies of others and 

this, along with some Petroleum 

Exporting countries squeezing 

supply. lead to chaos. The price of 

oil quadrupled and energy prices 

rose 400% sending world economies 

into meltdown. Whitlam was able to 

offset some of the damage however, 

this over-reliance on the state of 

world finance and private financial 

institutions led to problems in 

Australia and growing 

unemployment.  

 

“Between August 1973 and August 

1981, the number of long-term 

unemployed increased from 4,000 to 

80,000 and the incidence of long-

term unemployment increased from 

4% to 21%.” 

(Australian Bureau of statistics 

4102.0 - Australian Social Trends, 

1994). 
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Another factor in the decline of 

full employment, is the reduction 

of public services and selling off of 

public services to private 

enterprise due to Economic 

Rationalist theory. 

In the 1945 government ‘White 

Paper on Employment,’ it states that 

at least some of the economic 

turbulence, due to international 

economic problems, could be offset 

to a certain degree by increasing the 

public services however, for years 

our successive governments had 

been undermining them and selling 

off public services to private 

enterprise. 

According to the National Archives 

of Australia, “In economic policy, 

the Fraser government pursued the 

goals of reducing expenditure, 

streamlining the public service and 

providing responsible economic 

management.” By ‘responsible” 

management they mean reducing the 

public service but at the same time 

increasing defence spending.  

 

As money is taken away from public 

services 30,000 await surgery under 

Fraser. 

 

1975 election propaganda-fake 

money 

One of the early actions of the 

Fraser government was to appoint an 

‘Administrative Review Committee 

in 1975. The brief for this committee 

was to reduce the size of the public 

service. Fraser had campaigned in 

the election about cutting back the 

‘federal bureaucracy,’ the increased 

public services that had grown 

during the 30 years of full 

employment after WW2. As we are 

now aware this led to many people, 

employed in the public services, 

losing their employment and it 

didn’t lead to less ‘red tape’ as the 

was purported to do. As the National 

Archives of Australia suggests this 

occurred over a period of time and 

the recommended cuts only 

produced ‘modest savings.’  

According to the National Archives 

of Australia a federal inquiry into 

Australia’s financial system was 

organised by Fraser and of the 

recommendations the Fraser 

government implemented the entry 

of foreign banks into the Australian 

system in 1982. This meant that 

although some regulations were still 

in place, the financial sector was 

even under less control of the 



29 
 

Australian government and more 

directly affected by events overseas. 

Amongst the Liberal Party and 

followed by some in the Labor Party 

in the late 1970’s a ‘new right’ 

emerged; the followers of economic 

theories espoused by Milton 

Friedman known as ‘Economic 

Rationalism’.  

 

This Man, above, Milton Friedman, has a 

lot to answer for! He is a strong advocate 

of Economic Rationalism 

Economic Rationalism 

An American Economist, Milton 

Friedman, was brought out to 

Australia in 1975 on a speaking tour 

sponsored by two members of the 

Sydney Stock exchange Constable 

and Bain. He addressed gatherings 

in Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne 

and held discussion with the Reserve 

Bank and Treasury officials, 

government and opposition party 

members, business and academic 

leaders as well as appearing on 

nationwide TV. At all these 

occasions he pushed Economic 

Rationalism as the economic policy 

supposedly to cut inflation and 

create employment. 

Economic Rationalism is 

an economic policy based on 

the supposed efficiency of market 

forces, characterized 

by minimal government intervention

, tax cuts, privatization, and 

deregulation of labour markets. 

According to Professor Brian Head 

Associated Professor of Australian 

studies and Public policy Griffith 

University Brisbane Economic 

Rationalism comes from the;  

“…assumptions of neo-classical 

economic theory. In particular it 

assumes that market forces typically 

unleashes growth, innovation and 

efficiency whereas governmental 

regulations and expenditures 

typically impede growth, stifle 

productivity and entrepreneurship 

and generate inefficiencies in both 

the private and public sectors. In 

bellicose form propounded by new 

right ideologues, economic 

rationalism, is a kind of cargo cult 

of the market, according to which 

abundance will materialise if only 

the enemies of progress (strong 

unions, high taxes, big government, 

etc) can be vanquished.” 

In other words Economic 

Rationalism makes the assumption 

that all you need to do is to remove 

any government regulations, unions, 

taxes and big government and allow 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/economic
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/policy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/suppose
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/efficiency
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/minimal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/intervention
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/intervention
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tax
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/labour
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the money market to miraculously, 

without any intervention or 

guidance, to allow for markets to 

grow and that will solve everything 

and create employment. It is a 

fanatical belief, based on no 

evidence of any kind, that the money 

market unleashed can solve 

everything if we just remove any 

impediments to unhindered 

profiteering. 

 

Ironically, it was strict banking 

regulation, big government, large 

public services, increased 

manufacturing and large government 

infrastructure projects, taxes etc that 

were factors that lead to the earlier 

thirty years of full employment in 

Australia. Since then successive 

governments have adopted the 

Economic Rationalist approach there 

has been a steady rise in 

unemployment in Australia. 

The Hawke/Keating governments; 

traitors to the working class and 

supporters of Economic 

Rationalism. 

One of those governments, who 

supported Economic Rationalism, 

was the Hawke government with 

Paul Keating as treasurer. Paul 

Keating is an avid supporter of 

Economic Rationalism; his user pays 

attitude includes on 14th September 

2020 proposing a HECS-styled 

scheme to ‘help pay for the 

ballooning costs of aged care’. In 

other words, he is a supporter of user 

pays, never mind that the 

government has just spent 200 

Billion on defence and therefore, 

reallocating money away from 

mining and defence they could cover 

the costs of aged care. 

According to ‘The Conversation’. 

“Keating is remembered most for his 

eloquent advocacy of so-called 

‘economic rationalism…Under 

Hawke and Keating, Labor 

advocated free markets, 

globalisation, deregulation and 

privatisation…” (Carol Johnson, 

June 16,2020, The Conversation) 

The Hawke/Keating Government 

also introduced ‘The Accord’ the 

forerunner to the current court led 

agreements between unions and 

government which has seen wages 

capped and the bargaining power of 

Bob Hawke and Paul Keating Congratulating 
themselves for a job well done selling out workers. 
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the working class almost completely 

destroyed. For every miniscule wage 

rise working conditions have 

suffered. Lower wages lead to lesser 

buying power of the working class 

which in turn leads to higher 

unemployment. Whilst there has 

been higher unemployment, wages 

are so low it has resulted in higher 

profits for the very wealthy. 

 

When Bob Hawke was well known for 

using tears to elicit sympathy. Crocodile 

tears? 

According to the ABC TV article, 

“Nine ways Bob Hawke's 

government changed Australia” (16 th 

May 2019), Hawke is also known 

for floating the Australian dollar. He 

allowed the dollar to be floated on 

the global currency market in 1983. 

Prior to this the Australian dollar’s 

value had been pegged to another 

currency the British pound and then 

the US dollar. They, Hawke/Keating 

are also credited with allowing the 

operation of foreign-owned banks in 

Australia and the selling off of the 

state-owned Commonwealth bank.  

 

The Hawke/Keating government 

also removed controls on foreign 

exchange and Australian interest 

rates. They opened-up Australia to 

competition in the 

telecommunications industry 

allowing many Australian jobs to go 

to overseas workers. 

Hawke also reduced all tariffs to 5 

per cent and phased out protections 

for the textile, clothing and motor 

vehicle industries which led to all of 

those workers losing their jobs. 

 

Textile workers in Sydney 1980’s 
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All of these policies, of the 

economic rationalist governments of 

Hawke, Keating and successive 

governments since, have seen the 

motor vehicle industry completely 

shut down in Australia and most of 

the textile, clothing and 

telecommunications jobs going to 

cheaper paid workers overseas. 

 

According to Joanne Loundes, from 

the Melbourne Institute of Applied 

Economic and Social Research, by 

the end of the Hawke/Keating 

period: 

“The unemployment rate at July 

1997 was 8.7 per cent—

interestingly, it has not fallen below 

8 per cent at any stage of the most 

recent expansion phase. Part of the 

reason for this may lie in the 

relatively low job creation of the 

economy. Between April 1993 and 

December 1995, employment grew 

by 9.5 per cent, and was 

accompanied by a 2.7 percentage 

point fall in the unemployment rate. 

However, between December 1995 

and July 1997, the number of jobs in 

the economy have grown by only 1.0 

per cent, which has certainly not 

helped the process of reducing the 

unemployment rate…”  

(A Brief Overview of Unemployment in 

Australia Joanne Loundes Melbourne 

Institute of Applied Economic and Social 

Research The University of Melbourne, 

Melbourne Institute Working Paper No. 

24/97 October 1997 ISSN 1328-4991 ISBN 

0 7325 0957 2 page 2) 

Joanne Loundes continues on to 

discuss the relatively new 

phenomenon of the higher 

percentage of long-term 

unemployment.  

John Howard continued the sell-off 

of public service jobs by continuing 

the sell-off of Telstra, between 1996 

and 1999, according to the National 

Archives Australia 49 % of Telstra 

was sold into two shares offers. 

Howard also attempted to replace, 

and was largely successful in 

replacing, the award wages with 

direct “employer-employee 

enterprise bargaining. Howard also 

introduced so-called “Tax reform” 

involved the establishment of a new 

tax system, with a broad-based 

consumption tax (goods and services 

tax) introduced in July 

2000…Telstra was fully privatised 

with the final sale in 2005.  

 

Protests on GST tax 

Holden 
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The Howard government also 

replaced the Commonwealth 

Employment Services with 

privatised market based employment 

service providers and introduced the 

idea of ‘mutual obligation’ , the now 

controversial idea that those on 

welfare benefits are obligated to 

apply for a certain number of jobs, 

even if there is no possibility of the 

applicant obtaining said work and 

also annoying potential employers 

with useless applications of workers 

unsuitable for the task. 

 

Wanted for war crimes picture of John 

Howard and George Bush 

None of the more recent Prime 

Ministers Rudd, Gillard, Abbott, 

Turnbull nor Morrison have moved 

away from the Economic Rationalist 

position and in fact more and more 

public institutions have been moved 

towards privatisation. Under Tony 

Abbott’s government Holden 

announced it would cease making 

Australian cars, Toyota following 

shortly afterwards and no attempt to 

save the industry was made leading 

to massive unemployment, not only 

directly in the manufacturing of cars 

but also amongst the industries 

supporting the manufacturing in the 

making of parts. Instead the Abbott 

government struck a free-trade 

agreement with Japan, then South 

Korea and China resulting in 

cheaper imported cars and Electrical 

good coming into Australia from 

overseas and resulting in even more 

job losses. 

 

According to ABC TV, (ABBOTT 

May 13, 2014), regarding the budget 

under Abbott; “Welfare and services 

such as education and health bore 

the brunt of the budget pain, with 

billions in funding slashed from the 

international aid, health and 

education budgets, alongside cuts to 

family benefits and a levy on high-

income earners - all aimed at 

bringing the budget back to surplus 

over the next five years.”  

Turnbull compounded problems 

regarding unemployment by 

deliberately setting out to have a 

lower the rate of government 

spending. 
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Students protesting cuts to Universities 

ABC Fact check quotes Turnbull as 

saying; "Yeah, let me just say to 

you, we have the lowest rate of 

spending growth of any government 

in the last 50 years, including the 

government Peter [Costello] was 

treasurer in…”. 

Successive leaders, including and 

since Malcom Frazer, the emphasis 

of the LNP has been that the 

responsibility for employment is 

seen as the individuals’ 

responsibility and that all 

government need to do is to create 

and environment for business to 

flourish to create jobs. There has 

been an over-emphasis on 

individuals to be ‘job ready’ and that 

by educating oneself you will be 

able to find work, squarely blaming 

the individual for their inability to 

find work. This position is part of 

the economic rationalist position 

where government is unwarranted.  

In the productivity commission 

report, commissioned when 

Morrison was treasurer it states; 

If we had to pick just one thing to 

improve ... it must be skills 

formation” 

The government of today assumes 

that employment is not a guaranteed 

right but as Scott Morrison suggests 

it is the individual who is 

responsible for their own 

employment. ‘How good are jobs’ 

Scott Morrison has stated when 

there have been calls to increase the 

income of those unemployed.  

 

Protesting about cuts to local schools by 

LNP 

The Morrison LNP government has 

taken the approach that to create 

employment you need to reinforce 

business & that, to ensure young 

people are employed, what is needed 

is employer incentives & more 

education. With this in mind, the 

LNP government, initiated two 

schemes the paTH & Transition to 

work schemes. Both rely on jobs 

being there in the first place & for 

the public to subsidise wages which 

are paid to the employer. Often these 

schemes include work experience 

programs where the employer gains 

assistance, but the person involved 
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in the scheme does not get paid. The 

writer has been in touch with several 

young people all of whom have been 

through these schemes and come out 

with no employment, often after 

working for weeks with no wage. 

 

Scott Morrison in July 2020 stating 
“How Good are Jobs!” 

  
The problem with these 

neoliberal/economic rationalist 

schemes is that they rely on work 

being there in the first place. They 

suggest that the individual, who 

doesn’t have work, is somehow 

deficient hence the ‘job readiness’ 

slogan and relies on economies in 

general magically improving via the 

money market with no schemes for 

actual government job creation. It 

also conversely undermines work for 

people as often these people do not 

get paid but instead replace staff, 

who might be engaged in menial 

work, however who otherwise 

would be paid.  

Has these schemes, of the 

neoliberal government, improved 

employment in Australia? 

The answer is a resounding NO, in 

spite of rhetoric of the LNP 

government. As ABC news reported 

on 2nd of May 2019 states 

“underemployment rising showing 

darker side to low employment” and 

further that “more than a million 

Australians are underemployed, ‘ 

underemployment has risen steadily 

for 40 years and that the ‘rate of 

underemployment was over 40%’. 

The Economic Rationalists, in our 

government, are currently using the 

Coronavirus as an excuse for poor 

government policies surrounding job 

creation. Granted the Coronavirus 

has affected trade worldwide 

however, in Australia, prior to the 

Coronavirus, we were already 

suffering from massive under-

employment and unemployment.  

 

The figures of actual unemployment 

are obscured by the number of 

people engaged in fruitless 

education designed specifically for 

imaginary jobs that don’t exist post-

education. 

 

 



36 
 

It is difficult to get an accurate 

picture of how many people are 

actually unemployed or under-

employed in Australia as the figures 

are compiled via phone surveys 

where a list of questions are asked of 

a potential worker. If the worker, or 

unemployed person, being surveyed 

answers ‘no’ to any question they 

are crossed off the list as 

unemployed. If a worker is working 

even 1 hour in a fortnight period, 

they are considered employed in the 

survey. If a worker states that they 

can’t start work immediately, due to 

the need for childcare or for medical 

intervention, then they also are 

crossed off the list of unemployed.  

 

Meme of Scott Morrison circulating the 

internet early 2020 

The current ‘official’ rates of 

employment released on 15.10.20 by 

the Australian Bureau of statistics 

are as follows. 

.“Key statistics 

Seasonally adjusted estimates for 
September 2020: 

• Unemployment rate increased 
to 6.9%. 

• Participation rate decreased 

to 64.8%. 
• Employment decreased to 

12,571,900. 
• Employment to population 

ratio decreased to 60.3%. 
• Underemployment rate 

increased to 11.4%. 
• Monthly hours worked 

increased by 9 million hours.” 

The current ‘official’ unemployment 

rate is 6.9% but the ‘Participation 

rate decreased to 64.8%. A more 

accurate figure is the Unemployed 

and under-employed combined 

which equals 18.3% of Australians 

who don’t have enough work and 

are actively looking for work. 

However, even this figure falls far 

short of being accurate as many 

workers, with partners that work, 

and many Australians currently 

engaged in study and would prefer 

to be working, are not included in 

this figure. 

This trend towards massive 
unemployment and under-

employment began with Menzies 
with the pulling apart of the better 
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banking reforms of the prior 
government. It continued with the 

gradual pulling apart of public 
services, local manufacturing, public 

housing but of particular importance 
the removal of better banking 

legislation, privatisation of the  
banking systems and the rise of a 

new economic theory ‘Economic 
Rationalism.’ This festering mess of 

unemployment is unlikely to be  
resolved whilst governments 

continue to pursue Economic 
Rationalist policies and leave 

employment to market forces rather 
than actively creating employment 
through increased manufacturing, 

public services & public transport, 
support for public housing, 

healthcare, education and very 
importantly to place proper controls 

on the financial system. As you can 
see from this study it has been 

government policies that have 
created the current state of 

unemployment/under-employment 
in Australia and unless this 

government decides to move away 
from their Economic Rationalist 
policies unfortunately this trend is 

likely to continue. 

 

 
Queues outside of Centrelink offices 

2020 

 

23rd Anniversary of the handover, official 

ceremony govt of Hong Kong and 

mainland officials 

National Security 

legislation in 

Hong Kong, Reality v 

Fabricated reality, 

the desire of 2.9 

Million Hong Kong 

people made reality 
By Brennan Dick 

On the 30th of June 2020, the 
National Security Law, regarding 
Hong Kong, was signed after 
consultation with the Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong, as well 

as the Hong Kong representation 
in the National people’s Congress 
by Xi Jinping, therefore verifying 
its legitimacy and enacting it 
officially on the day after, the 1st 
of July 2020, which also is the 

anniversary of the handover of 

Hong Kong back to the mainland.  
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It was placed into immediate 
effect as per Article 66; “This Law 
shall go into effect as of the date 
of promulgation.” 

A full transcription of the National 

security law can be found at;  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/2020-

06/30/c_1126179649.htm.  

The Hong Kong basic law can be 
found on the website for the Hong 

Kong special Admirative region;  

https://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/b

asiclawtext/index.html 

 

Pro-security rally, in support of the 
changes to national security 

In the first edition, of the agitator, 
I discussed the origins of these 
laws and the original 
members/core leaders that 
pushed for Its implementation. 
Information previously unavailable, 

has now been released to the 
public regarding the details of the 

law inclusive of 66 articles.  

On the first day of its enactment 
there were some large protests, 
the resigning of some of the 
previously key separatist leaders, 
as well as pro-separatist political 

groups disbanding voluntarily 

before its enactment.  

The demonstrations, on the first 
day of the Implementation, lead to 
370 arrests, being for unlawful 
assembly, and 10 persons under 

breaches of new national Security 
Laws. Seven Hong Kong police 
officers were Injured, including 
one being stabbed. Injuries 
included stab wounds, fractured 

fingers, and head injuries. 

One person was detained under 
the new laws when found with a 

Flag saying, “I stand with Hong 
Kong Independence,” alongside 
multiple rallying calls to the 
protest on the 23rd anniversary, as 
well as Stickers saying; “Hong 
Kong people are to run Hong 
Kong that is the promise”, and 

that is the unshakable destiny”, 
“One Nation – One Hong Kong”, 
“Me too”, “Resist Beijing – 
Liberate Hong Kong” and other 
material advocating the downfall 

of the government. 

 

Anti-govt stickers from person 
arrested 

 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/2020-06/30/c_1126179649.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/2020-06/30/c_1126179649.htm
https://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclawtext/index.html
https://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclawtext/index.html
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On the 1st of July, A motorcycle 
rammed into seven Hong Kong 
police officers holding a banner 
saying, “Liberate Hong Kong, 
Revolution of Our Time”. However, 

as you will see, there were also 
just as many, and larger groups, 
of demonstrations that were in 

favour of new legislation. 

The sections of Key importance 
here, in Hong Kong Basic law, are 
Articles 1 and 12, in the National 

Security Law; 

• Article 1 states, “The Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region is an inalienable part 
of the People’s republic of 
China.” 
 

• And Article 12 – “The Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region shall be a local 
administrative region of the 
People’s Republic of China, 
which shall enjoy a high 
degree of autonomy and 
come directly under the 
Central People’s 
Government.” 

Let’s look at the new Hong Kong 
National Security Law as a whole.  

There are two major parts of it  
Article 2 and 4. The Proper name 

of the legislation is;  

‘Law of the People’s Republic 
of China of the protection of 
national security in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 

Region.’ 

 

Pro-security changes rally the signs say 
‘American double standards politics 

overrides the rule of law’. 

The National Security law is an 

overhaul of some sections of the 
original to tighten powers where 
Separatism, secessionism, 
subversion, or terrorism is 
addressed. It is applicable only to 
acts national security, with some 

other minor changes to how 
elected and public officials work. 
The major change being mostly 
with elected officials and more 
specifically, making voting fraud 

Illegal. 

 

Comment Carrie Lamb made on 
unification on National Security Law. 
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In Article 6 it states, the; 
“Residents of the Hong Kong 
special administrative region shall 
sign documents in accordance 
with the law to conform or take an 
oath to support the basic law of 
the Hong Kong administrative 
region of the People’s Republic of 
China.” This relates to the 
legislation about appointment to 

the public service and is followed 
by, “And to be loyal to the Hong  
when they stand for election or 
assume office.” 

 

Woman signing a petition in support of 
the new legislation 

Now the act of, directly or 
indirectly, manipulating or 
destroying elections in Hong 
Kong’s special administrative 
region, and possibly causing 
serious problems has 

consequences, resulting in, for a 
primary participant; Life 
imprisonment or 10+ years jail 
sentence and 3-10 years for 

others involve. 

 

In other words, these 
new laws are to prevent 
such undemocratic acts 
as election manipulation 

or terrorism. 

The enforcement falls under 
Article 29, of the new law, as 

follows; 

 “Anyone who has been sentenced 
by the court to commit crimes 
against national security shall be 
disqualified as a candidate from 
participating in the Legislative 
Council, District Council elections 
held in the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region or serving 
as a member of any public office 
or Chief Executive Election 
Committee of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region.’ 

Enforcement of such laws, and the 

principles regarding Foreign 
interference, has also been 

enacted in this new legislation. 

For example, in Article 16 it 

states,  

“The Police Department of 
the Government of the 
Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region 
shall establish a 
department to maintain 
national security and be 
equipped with law 
enforcement forces.”  
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The Police Department will be 

engaged in; 

1) Collecting intelligence, 
information related to national 

security,  

2) Will deploy, coordinate, and 
promote measures and actions to 

maintain national security,  

3) Will be responsible 
for investigating criminal cases 

that endanger national security 

and 

4) Will be responsible for 
conducting anti-intervention 
investigations and conducting 

national security reviews. 

 

Handing over ceremony 2020 

Foreign interference, 
and subversion 

clauses in the new 

legislation are now 
simplified and 

defined. 

The new legislation includes 
anyone who organizes, plans, 
implements, or participates in the 
implementation of subverting 

state power including attempts to: 

a) overthrow and destroy the 

fundamental system of the 

People's Republic of China,  

b) overthrow the central authority 
of the People's Republic of China 
or the authority of the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region, 

 c) Engage in serious interference, 
obstruction, or destruction of the 
central government organ of the 
People's Republic of China or the 
government organ of the Hong 

Kong Special Administrative 
Region in performing their 

functions,  

d) Attacks the organs of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region, including in the 
performance in workplaces and 
their facilities, rendering them 

unable to perform their functions.  

 

Xi Jinping, passing of national 
security legislation 
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Terrorism and Foreign assistance 
in the 2019 affair are being seen 
as a serious issue and is 
addressed by the law inclusive of 

clauses in article 24 and article 

29. Article 24 covers; 

1) Severe violence against people,  

2) Explosion, arson, or release of 

poisonous, radioactive, or 

infectious pathogens,  

3) Destruction of vehicles, 
transportation facilities, electrical 

equipment, fuel gas equipment,  

4) Severe interference and 
destruction of electronic control, 
including systems for public 
services and management such as 
water, electricity, gas, 
transportation, communications, 

and networks.  

The above areas will formally be 

classified as terrorism within the 
Hong Kong SAR (Special 

Administrative Region) 

 

Pro-Beijing supporters rally in Hong 
Kong, denouncing Hong Kong ‘rioters’ 

December 7, 2019 

Article 29 is included due to 
recent important events and is  

categorised into;  

A) foreign institutions, 
organizations, and 
personnel who steal, spy, 

buy, or illegally provide 
state secrets or intelligence 
related to national security 
and  
 

B) request assistance from 

foreign or foreign countries 
or institutions, 
organizations, and 
personnel to implement, and 
cooperate with foreign or 
overseas institutions, 
organizations. 

 
Thereby making it 
applicable to anyone who 
conspires to commit, directly 
or indirectly in accepting 
Instructions or controls from 

foreign entities, in pursuit 
of; 
 

1) war against the People's 
Republic of China, 
 

 2) obstruct the formulation 
and implementation of laws 

and policies by the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region Government or the 
Central People's 
Government,  
 

3) Manipulating and 
destroying elections in the 
Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region,  
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4) promoting Sanctions, 
blockades or other hostile 
actions against the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 

area.  
 

 
160 thousand protesters come 
out in support of police against 
the ‘rioters’ in Hong Kong June 

2019 

.In 2019 the Apple daily, as well 
as media aligned with United 

states hegemony, claimed that the 

Hong Kong police, and the 
Government of the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative region, was 
inhumane and “Violated Human 

rights”. Under the guise of talking 
about Human rights, a more 

aggressive foreign interference 
was conducted by the United 

States. As per earlier in this 
article, “There are two major parts 

of this legislation, Article 2 and 
article 4 of the Hong Kong 

National Security law”, which 

actually deals with human rights 
from the Chinese people’s 

perspective. 

 

 

 

As  per the PRC’s, the People’s 
Republic of China’s, view of 
human rights; “the rights of 
everyone to live and develop 
freely and equally,” including 
everyone’s right to participate in 
politics, the policies have been 
adapted to meet the needs of 
most people and this is included 
in the spirit and application of the 

new legislation. This allows 
citizens, the universal right to 
have the basic rights to survival 
and development, and the right to 
live in a stable society. Including 
both economic rights and civil 

human rights.  

https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4
%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%B

A%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR
1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-
a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-

oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o 

So, the actions of the U.S 
funded NGO’s, Non-
Government Organisations, 
breached what is regarded 

universal human rights in 
their country, by the 
enactment of politically 
motivated Violence.  These 
violent actions exclude the 
Hong Kong people from 

participating in politics and 
thereby by doing so, these 
violent actions puts their 
families at risk. 

https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%BA%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%BA%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%BA%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%BA%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%BA%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E4%BA%BA%E6%9D%83?fbclid=IwAR1AgqRvsFuHdIF2z1J2-a8imrqwpRXKO9DhbCP-oGeYmmDI0VQ1YsW982o
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Anti-government supplies purchased by 
big business & foreign powers to 
support the Hong Kong anti-govt 

protests. 

Article 2 ensures autonomy of the 
normal Hong Kong citizens as it 

states: 

 “The exercise of rights and 
freedoms by any institution, 
organization or individual in 
the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region shall 
not violate the provisions of 
Articles 1 and 12 of the Basic 
Law”.  

Article 12 is the section 
protecting autonomy and civil 
political autonomy, Hong Kong 

has and will continue to 
administer over domestic affairs 
including, housing, resources, 
economic trade. All the legislation 
changes are ensure the ethical 
nature of procedure and in 
particular to prevent exploitation 

and the previous lack of ability to 
counter attempts of foreign coups 

in the past. 

Article 4 also relates to Human 
rights, and it explicitly mentions 

Human rights when it states;  

“The maintenance of national 
security in the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region shall 
respect and protect human rights 
and protect the residents of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region in accordance with the 
law… The relevant provisions of 
Hong Kong enjoy the rights and 
freedoms including freedom of 
speech, press and publication, 
freedom of association, assembly, 
procession and demonstration.”  

 

Tens of thousands of pro-Beijing 
protesters in Tamar Park Hong Kong on 

June 30th 20109 

Clearly the earlier 
proclamations regarding 

National law will NOT change 
and unlike some reports, from 
politically motivated media, 

the new legislation WILL NOT 
outlaw anti-HKSAR (anti-

government) protests. 
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The National Security law will 
therefore effect exclusively those 
who provide support, or material, 
or advocacy for splitting Hong 

Kong away from the mainland, 
having peaceful protests and 
political differences are NOT 

cracked down on.  

 

Anti-government Violent protestors in 
Hong Kong 

The vast majority of 
people in Hong Kong, are 
not affected by the new 

changes, as they 
responded and aligned 

themselves with the will of 
Hong Kong’s 2.9 million 
people who signed in 

support for the new law. 

 
Anti-govt Protestors with pro-Trump 

signs in Hong Kong 
 

 
 

A U.S funded NGO spent   
643,000 US dollars to support 
the riots in Hong Kong. Many 
other media and large 

multinational companies were 
involved, who’s accounts were 
suspended and were exposed as 
being active participants in the 
social unrest in 2019. That 
exposure was provided by the 

South China morning Post at;  
 
https://www.scmp.com/comment/
opinion/article/3091438/us-has-
been-exposed-funding-last-years-
hong-kong-
protests?fbclid=IwAR1F0MnsRu6e

GanXBiUzQIItdMEYPaHVidJUiYGE6
oV7cnAORZCGlBWFWjA 
 

 
Anti-govt protestors in Hong Kong 
with American flags /colours. 
 

The vast majority of the 
population of Hong Kong are in 
favour of the new legislation, 2.9 
million Hong Kong citizens signed 
the document in support of the 
new legislation. It is time that 
foreign entities took notice of 

people of Hong Kong and left 
them to determine their own 
future. 
 
 

https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3091438/us-has-been-exposed-funding-last-years-hong-kong-protests?fbclid=IwAR1F0MnsRu6eGanXBiUzQIItdMEYPaHVidJUiYGE6oV7cnAORZCGlBWFWjA
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3091438/us-has-been-exposed-funding-last-years-hong-kong-protests?fbclid=IwAR1F0MnsRu6eGanXBiUzQIItdMEYPaHVidJUiYGE6oV7cnAORZCGlBWFWjA
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3091438/us-has-been-exposed-funding-last-years-hong-kong-protests?fbclid=IwAR1F0MnsRu6eGanXBiUzQIItdMEYPaHVidJUiYGE6oV7cnAORZCGlBWFWjA
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Are you interested 

in Joining the 

Communist 
Workers Party? 

The purpose of Communist Workers 

Party of Australia is to change our 

Social Economic system from a 

Capitalist based system to a Socialist 

system. The Party is a voluntary 

organization of likeminded people 

who strive to unite in its ranks the 

most politically active members of 

the working class and other sections 

of the people who are prepared to 

work for the achievement of 

working class state power and the 

building of a Socialist Australia.  

Our Party constitution is focuses 

on maximum participation of each 

individual member. 

Our organisational principle 

combines the maximum of 

democratic discussion by the entire 

membership to make decisions on 

how to advance the aims of the Party 

- advancing the cause of the 

Australian working class and the 

achievement of socialism. The Party 

members then have the obligation to 

carry out those majority decisions.  

Membership is open to any 

resident of Australia sixteen years 

or older who agree with the basic 

principles of the Party program and 

are willing to abide by the Party 

Constitution. Potential Party 

members are assigned to a branch 3 

months prior to their acceptance to 

give them the full opportunity to 

learn how the Party works and the 

theory of the working-class system, 

i.e. Marxism-Leninism.  

The Rights of Party members 

section in our constitution protects 

our members, encouraging their 

participation in discussion and 

respecting their opinions. All major 

decision of the leadership are made 

by members’ vote. We have 

procedures and process enshrined in 

our constitution to ensure these 

rights are protected. Interested in 

more information about our Party?  

Phone: 0401 824 386 Email: 

brendakellaway@outlook.com  

Mail: PO Box 367, Hamilton, NSW, 2303 

Our website and facebook pages:  

http://communistworkerspartyofaustralia.o

rg.au/  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category

/Political-Organization/Communist-

Workers-Party-of-Australia-

586334568056396/ 
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