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International Women’s Day:
What•kind of Feminism?
By Brenda Kellaway
On the 18th of December 1894, the South
Australian Parliament passed the
constitutional Amendment: Adult
Suffrage Act, which meant for the first
time ever, women were allowed, not only
to vote, but also to stand for parliament.
In 1902 Australia became one of the first
nations to introduce equal federal suffrage
after New Zealand. This was the result of
campaigning by women’s groups and
individuals for decades. However, in spite
of these early ground-breaking
advancements, it wasn’t until another 41
years later, in 1943, that the first female
politicians were elected to into parliament
in Australia.
However, this is information you can gain
from most mainstream sources of
information, articles or textbooks, you
may even easily source some information
about some famous Australian women in
this regard, however, a good part of the
history in the struggle for Women’s rights
both in Australia, and overseas, is often
missing. What you won’t easily source in
any mainstream textbook or information
are the efforts made by Communists
worldwide to further advance the rights of
women, these efforts particularly made by
Communist women.
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Below: IWD Melbourne 2021

In 1910 it was a well- known German
Communist, by the name of Clara
Zetkin, the leader of the Women’s
office for the Social Democratic Party
in Germany, who tabled the idea of an
International Women’s Day at the
Second International Conference of
Working Women in Copenhagen. The
proposal was unanimously supported
from over one hundred women
representing seventeen countries.

Above: Clara Zetkin

The first International Women’s
Day was held the following year on
March 19th in many countries, the
largest initial protest attracting over
thirty thousand women. In 1913,
International Women’s Day was
moved to the 8th of March and has
remained that day ever since.
However, the advancement of
women’s rights was not only
supported by one female
Communist, but by thousands of
Communists worldwide including
in Australia.

It is important to understand that the
demands, made by the early fighters
for women’s rights, connected to
International Women’s Day and other
actions, were important issues for
working class women. Early demands
were equal opportunities and women’s
suffrage, the right for women to work
outside of the home and for improved
working conditions and pay. In
February 1913 to celebrate
International Woman’s Day Russian
Bolshevik women marched to protest
poor living conditions, high rents and
food prices and widespread layoffs.
Other Communist leaders, including
well known male Communist leaders
like V.I Lenin, actively supported the
women’s movement and on March 4th
1920 in the newspaper Pravda Lenin
stated:
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‘It is said that the level of culture is
best characterised by the legal status
of women…’
However, Zetkin, and other wellknown Communist feminists, were
well aware that the rights of women
were closely connected to other class
issues and that there was a great deal
of difference between ‘bourgeois
feminism’ of upper-class women and
the issues facing working class
women. She recognised that women of
the bourgeoisie, the upper classes had
vastly different objectives to the
working class. She was opposed to
‘bourgeois feminism’ and correctly
saw it as a tool to divide the unity of
the working classes. In a speech
Zetkin delivered to the Second
International in 1899 she stated:

The working women, who aspire
to social equality, expect nothing
for their emancipation from the
bourgeois women’s movement,
which allegedly fights for the
rights of women. That edifice is
built on sand and has no real
basis. Working women are
absolutely convinced that the
question of the emancipation of
women is not an isolated
question which exists in itself,
but part of the great social
question. They realize perfectly
clear that this question can
never be solved in contemporary
society, but only after a complete
social transformation.”
In other words, Clara Zetkin saw that
the emancipation of women from the
discrimination they faced and the poor
conditions women were subjected, as
closely connected to the emancipation
of the working class and that the issues
important to working class women also
impact and are important to the
working class in general.
Below Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxemburg

Clara Zetikin and other Communist
women both overseas and in Australia
were also strongly opposed to needless
imperialist wars. At an International
Women’s Peace conference Switzerland
During the period of the First World War
Zetikin stated:
Who profits from this war? Only a tiny
minority in each nation: The
manufacturers of rifles and cannons, of
armor-plate and torpedo boats, the
shipyard owners and the suppliers of the
armed forces' needs. In the interests of
their profits, they have fanned the hatred
among the people, thus contributing to the
outbreak of the war. The workers have
nothing to gain from this war, but they
stand to lose everything that is dear to
them.’
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In other words, issues such as Peace,
important to the working class as a whole,
were also important to working class
women and of great concern to them as
they and their families were immediately
impacted by needless wars economically
and socially and via the loss of family
members.

Many of the early Australian feminists
were also Communists including the
suffragette Adela Pankhurst and Katherine
Susannah Prichard amongst many others.

Above Eva Bacon

In the 1950’s a union of left women
was formed called the Union of
Australian Women, a founding member
of which was Eva Bacon, a then
Communist Party of Australia member
who was also closely associated with
Jessie Street and Oodergeroo
Noonuccal (Kath Walker.) The Union
of Australian Women (UAW) was
established at a conference in Sydney in
August 1950. The New South Wales
branch was the first to be formed, with
other state branches forming in quick
succession. The state branches came
together in 1956 to establish a national
organisation The Union of Australian
Women and members included
Communists, Labor Party supporters,
Christian activists, and members of the
New Housewives' Association. The
first president of this organisation was
the Communist Party of Australia
member Freda Brown.

Freda Brown second from left in East Berlin

Early goals of the UAW included improving
the status of women and children,
disarmament and a halt to nuclear testing and
mining, equal distribution of wealth,
increased welfare services, equal pay for
women, equality for Indigenous Australians,
abortion law reform, and opposition to the
White Australia Policy.

Z

Above: Zelda D’ Aprano

Above :Faith Bandler
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Faith Bandler was also a member of the
Communist Party and the Union of
Australian Women and together with Pearl
Gibbs, Oddergeroo Noonuccal (Kath Walker)
and Dulcie Flower they started the movement
for the Advancement of Aborigines. Faith
Bandler was particularly known for her
leadership in the campaign for the 1967
referendum on Aboriginal Australians. In the
referendum Australians voted
overwhelmingly to amend the Constitution to
allow the Commonwealth to make laws
for Aboriginal people and include them in the
census.
In 1959 in Australia, the Communist Zelda
D’Aprano was shop steward for the Hospital
Employees Federation Number 2. Later in
1969 Zelda worked in the AMIEU union that
was being used as a test case for the Equal
pay in Australia. Zelda and several other
women apparently waited as the Equal Pay
Case was being decided in the Arbitration
Court. After the case failed on October 1969
she chained herself to the doors of the
Commonwealth Building during her lunch
break and the other women who worked in
the building supported her.

She was eventually cut fee by police but
ten days later on 31st of October she was
joined by Alva Geikie and Thelma
Solomon and they chained themselves to
the Arbitration Court where the Equal Pay
Case was dismissed. This led many
women to take more militant action on
their path to equal pay. The next year
these three women founded the Women’s
Action Committee which jump started the
Women’s Liberation Movement in
Melbourne.
These women founded the Women's
Liberation Centre on Little Latrobe Street
in 1972. The Women's Action Committee
kept going and grew. They were known to
have travelled around Melbourne paying
only 75% of the fares, stating that it was
because women were only given 75% of
the wage of men at the time. The
Committee helped arrange the first prochoice rally in around 1975.
In Sydney it was a group of Communist
women and others who met in the
Domain, in Glebe and Balmain and other
places that kicked off the Sydney
Women’s Liberation Movement. They
initially met in people’s houses and other
places in small groups.

Anne Curthoys, Joyce Stevens and
Mavis Robertson, all Communist
women, were all involved in the
Women’s Liberation movement in
Sydney. Joyce Steven’s worked as a
journalist on the Communist party paper
the Tribune and with Anne Curthoys and
others established the first Women’s
Liberation Newspaper in Sydney, called
‘MeJane’ and then later ‘the Refactory
Girl.’ Mavis Robertson was particularly
active regarding abortion on demand.
Joyce Steven’s and Mavis Robertson
helped organise many successful
conferences and identified issues
including domestic violence and the
need for women’s refuges.
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Elsie, the first women’s refuge in
Australia, was established by Joyce
Steven’s and a group of other women in
Glebe in 1974. She also played a
significant role in establishing Women's
Liberation House in Alberta Street,
Sydney and the establishment of the first
two women's health centres in Sydney–
Leichhardt Women's Community Health
Centre in 1974 and Liverpool Women's
Health Centre in 1975, and was
instrumental in setting up the Control
Abortion Referral Service.

Above Anne Curthoys

Overseas in America, Betty Friedan is
often accredited with kick starting the
Women’s Liberation Movement in
America after publishing her book ‘The
Feminine Mystique. She campaigned on
Constitutional equality helping to
organize the Constitutional equality
march. Well- hidden is the little-known
fact that earlier in her life she was
apparently a Communist and according
to David Harowitz, January 18, 1999, in
the article ‘Betty Friedan’s secret
Communist past’, she hid her
Communist past due to the
McCarthyism at the time.
Below Mavis Robertson

Important to remember is that during
these times of feminist activism the
Communist Comrades always put
forward issues important for the
working class like voting rights for
women, affordable food, equal pay,
equal opportunity, anti-discrimination at
work, better working conditions for
women at work, the right to affordable
or fee free childcare, healthcare for
women, education for women etc., at
least until the late 1970’s, however, in
the late 1970’s early 1980’s there was a
greater ‘push’ from Social democracy in
the women’s movement, from the
bourgeois feminists, especially in
Sydney from the WEL group, Women’s
Electoral Lobby and the ‘Sydney Push’.

Germain Greer’s novel The Female
Eunuch became a global best seller 1970
however, Greer and others prominent in
the feminist movement, at the time, were
connected to the ‘Sydney Push’ a group
of intellectuals and legal people, socalled ‘Socialist Libertarians’, and
pseudo-Communists particularly from
the Universities in Sydney who came
together in groups at pubs and clubs to
drink and discuss politics, philosophy
and any other trends going on at the
time. These people were more connected
to the petty bourgeoisie than the working
class and they began to heavily influence
the feminist movement along with other
Social Democratic organizations.

The Women’s Electoral Lobby, WEL,
claim that they are non-aligned
politically however, are blatantly right
in their policies, they were and are more
focused on getting women into highly
paid positions in the public services and
in getting women into parliament
however, their biggest activity has been
purely sending questionnaires to
politicians.
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Below Germaine Greer

The International Women’s Day, heavily
influenced by these members of the
intellectual petty bourgeoisie, has, in
more recent years, become more focused
on dinners where the main focus is on
female businesswomen, ‘breaking the
glass ceiling’ and about how many
women there are in parliament rather
than the rights of the majority of women.
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Julia Gillard is even held up by some of
the petty bourgeoisie as a great supporter
of the feminist movement due to her
‘Misogyny Speech, delivered to
parliament in June 2013. However, this
speech was purely in response to a
misogynistic comment by a boorish MP
by the name of Tony Abbott and often
forgotten is the damage that Julia Gillard
did to the women in the working class
whilst prime minister. As prime minister
it was Julia Gillard who instigated
moving women off the Sole Parent
pension earlier and onto Newstart
instead. She lowered the age that children
had to be, in order for the mother to be
eligible for the Sole Parent pension,
causing great hardship for thousands of
women on Sole Parent pensions around
the country.

From reliable reports the International
Women’s Day march held in Melbourne
this year was little more than an
argument between petty bourgeois
feminists and men who say they want to
identify as women, far removed from the
issues that are important to working class
women such as the implementation of
equal pay, to increase the pay in
employment traditionally undertaken by
women, the right to a safe abuse free
workplace, housing for women with
children who have fled domestic
violence, equal opportunity at work,
proper healthcare, fee free education,
affordable housing, affordable food etc.

March for Justice Australia 2021

Today however, the 16th of March 2021,
we have seen women come out en masse
, in large numbers, in support of a
women’s right to have a sexual abuse
free workplace. It is time Comrades that
we actively encourage the women’s
movement to re-focus on the rights of
working-class women, & to organize
functions and protests where the rights of
working-class women are addressed.

SERIOUS BODY BLOWS TO THE
COAL MINING INDUSTRY
By Peter Kennedy

The NSW coal mining industry has
copped some serious body blows over
the past two weeks that has sent
some shock waves through the
workers at two Hunter Valley pits.
It was announced last week that 150
workers at the Wambo Underground
mine would be losing their jobs due
to falling coal prices and of course the
flow on effect of Covid virus
restrictions.

The other big news announced this
week is that the massive BHP
owned mine, Mount Arthur coal
mine is now officially on the market
with the indicated price tag of one
Billion dollars attached! The mine is
approx. 5 km from the township of
Muswellbrook and the massive ever
growing mine dumps are the
dominant feature of the local
skyline.
This mine has been in operation
now for well in excess of 20 years
and is a major employer to the
Upper Hunter community. It could
be estimated that there would be
close to 1000 people working on
the BHP mine Enterprise
Agreement and around 210 people
on the 40% lesser paid BHP-OS no
agreement workforce.
In a recent judgement handed
down in the Fair Work court of
Australia it was decreed that the OS
agreement was non valid throwing
the future of these workers to the
wind.

Wambo mine Hunter Valley
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The current coal price FOB
(Freight on Board) Newcastle is
Aust$51.00 per ton as of late July
and the latest unpublished
figures show that the price will
drop further still.

The mine has a license to produce
around 22 million tons of thermal
and metallurgical coals per annum.
BHP has a contract to supply coal to
nearby power stations at, it would
seem, a very cheap rate. There is a
conveyor line from the mine’s
domestic stockpiles direct to the
power station stockpile hence no
need for road or rail transportation.

The mine has extensive coal
reserves in situ that will see the
life of mine safely extended at
current production levels for the
next 80 yrs. or more.
Should the mine owners fail to find
a suitable cashed-up buyer, in the
near future, it would most likely
lead to a full mine closure. Some of
the companies that have showed
interest in the mine are the Adani
group who are currently
attempting to develop the hugely
unpopular Carmichael mine in the
upper Bowen basin in central
Queensland.
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Another suitor for the mine is the
well-known tax dodging Swiss
based company Glencore but I am
told the Chinese giant Yancoal are
the main players in the race for the
hidden riches of the Mount Arthur
mine.
Should the mine not find a buyer
and the lid is put on the place the
question of workers’ rights comes
into play i.e. redundancies etc. The
question of rehabilitation of the
mined areas must be spoken about
and decisive action must be taken
in relation to this matter. BHP
should not be allowed to walk
away from this project and leave
huge mountains of un
rehabilitated mine site not
To the
completed. A couple of leftist
right:
environmental groups from
Workers at
Newcastle have raised this very Wambo
mine.
question and in this case, I do
agree with them.

Female workers at Wambo mine

It isn’t just the Upper Hunter that is
affected by these recent
announcements. BHP have also
stated that they plan to sell off 2
other small open cut mines in central
Queensland namely Poitrel and South
Walker Creek and they plan to sell off
their share in the Carreon coal mine
in Columbia Central America.
It is now a fact that BHP and other
coal producers are coming under
pressure to get out of thermal coal
due to the ongoing effect of Climate
Change! A fully rehabilitated Mount
Arthur could make a possible site for
a wind farm with a back-up solar farm
and Battery system
Readers : All this instability in the
mining industry could be made a lot
easier if it was NATIONALISED !
I am calling for a fully nationalized
mining industry here in Australia and
a lot more investment in clean
renewable energy.
In closing

JOBS FOR ALL !

The Paris Commune celebrates
150 years.
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Picture above is the work of French artist Jacques Tardi
The overthrow of capitalism in a country
can be achieved either by insurgency or
by insurrection. Thursday 18 March,
2021, marks the 150 year anniversary of
the Paris Commune of 1871, often
regarded as the first Communist
insurrection.

In the following days a Commune was
declared, and it was run by a Central
Committee of members of the
National Guard. Elections were held
soon afterwards. The resulting
elected ‘Commune’ included a large
group of Marxists.

The working class in Paris had previously
declared the return of a republic, after
the so-called Emperor Louis Napoleon
was captured by an invading German
army some months previously. In the
meantime, the Capitalists had done a
deal with the German invaders. In the
early hours of March 18, 1871, the
Capitalist troops tried to seize the
cannons kept in the city. They were
surrounded by the workers and had to
leave without the guns, while many
troops joined the workers and stayed
behind.

The Commune abolished many
aspects of Capitalism and established
a workers’ system which was in effect
an early version of Socialism. Some
monuments to the far right were torn
down, notably the Vendome Column
celebrating Napoleon’s Imperialism.
The reactionaries and capitalists were
furious, and they laid siege to Paris.
With the assistance of the German
invaders, they eventually took the city
in May, murdering about 30,000
people.

Within days of the fall of the Commune,
Marx published his thoughts on what
happened, called The Civil War in France.
While he was supportive of many things,
Marx criticised the Communards for not
taking over the banks, and thereby
allowing the Capitalists to pay their
troops. Only one decent history of the
Commune was ever published, by Prosper
Olivier Lissagaray.
Since 1871, we have seen both
insurrections, which are fast, and
insurgencies, which are slow. The Great
October Socialist Revolution in Russia is
an example of the former, and the
Chinese Revolution is an example of the
latter. Both types have drawn inspiration
from the Commune.
Web Resources:
History of the Paris Commune of 1871 by
Lissagaray, translated by Eleanor Marx.
https://www.marxists.org/history/france/
archive/lissagaray/index.htm
The Civil War in France by Marx.
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/
works/1871/civil-war-france/

Above:

Inessa Armand

Inessa Armand
Inessa Armand was a feminist and
communist, an important figure of
the Revolutionary movement and a
close friend of Lenin. Inessa
Armand was born in an artistic
family in Paris. She was brought up
in Moscow by her aunt and
grandmother. At the age of
nineteen she got married to a son
of a wealthy textile manufacturer.
Armand and her husband shared
revolutionary ideas and opened a
school for peasant children in
Moscow.
After being arrested for her political
activity in 1907, she spent a year in
exile in northern Russia. She
managed to successfully escape
from her exile in 1908 and flee to
Paris, where she met with Lenin.
Charming, musically gifted, fluent
in many languages and truly
passionate about Bolshevism, she
quickly became someone Lenin felt
he could rely on.
It was Armand whom Lenin sent to
organize the Bolsheviks campaign
to get its supporters elected to
the Duma. After the October
Revolution Armand served as the
director of Zhenotdel, an
organization that fought for female
equality in the Communist Party
and the trade unions. She also
chaired the First International
Conference of Communist Women.
In 1920, Armand died of cholera at
the age of forty-six.

National security Law
implementation;
BNO’s not recognised;
Phases of Hong Kong
decolonisation
By Brennan Dick
In previous editions I explored the
national security law from its beginnings
and conclusion. On the 30th of January
2021, as previously stated, Zhou Lijian,
is the spokesperson of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry on China global
television network.
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A BNO is a British National (Overseas)
passport, and a BNO passport was first
issued in 1987 which included a new
class of British national. It entails that:
“Holders can live, study and work in the
UK for 5 years, after which they can
apply for permanent residence and
register as a British citizen after a
further year's residence.” Like any
passport for adults, it is valid for 10
years. One thing to understand here is
that, with a UK passport, you have the
right to get consular assistance and
protection from UK diplomatic posts and
not be subject to immigration controls in
the UK, and before Brexit you would be
considered European. BNO’s here
deviate from such having the pros of it
being:
1) ability to hold a British passport down
the line, and
2) get consular assistance and protection
from UK diplomatic posts,
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-britishnationality/british-national-overseas.

The problem is that BNO’s, before
Brexit, was they were exclusive to the
UK and didn’t extend to the EU
freedom of movement, therefore are
not considered part of the European
group. They were also subject to all
UK immigration controls resulting in
second-class U.K citizens. Therefore
the Chinese foreign minister
spokesperson said, “The British were
attempting to make a large number of
Hong Kong people second class
citizens.’
“The UK’s so called BNO status is no
longer what it was originally and has
grossly violated China’s sovereignty.
Grossly interfered with Hong Kong
affairs and China’s foreign internal
affairs.
As of January 31st 2021, China will no
longer recognise the so called BNO
passport as a fulfillment document and
proof of Identity and reserves the right
to take further action.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yl5
5jPEZzvg&fbclid=IwAR3gvM4YPZBkgmZVIakl379u4jDpDAhe_Ejf
BexO9jaoCDS38JiXDD_4wk

The last bastion of overt colonial rule is
being targeted, the loopholes which
made the destruction of 2019 possible
are now closed. Going forward in 2021,
full 1st class citizenship can be attained
and is now more readily available than
the prior 173 years. The retaliation from
the UK parliament, via creating a new
visa is explained in this video,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnR
CbbstYLg.

What is a BNO exactly and why is it
relevant to decolonisation?
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The shattering of the second-class status of
residents of the HKSAR, Hong Kong
Special Administration Region, is a key
moment in the decolonisation of Hong
Kong. Without change a passport can be
exploited to create domestic issues via the
clause about diplomatic outposts. This is
why its very creation was an act of neocolonialism post-handover. There are still
many documents HKSAR residents can
use to travel; passes that can be used as a
HKSAR passport, a PRC passport
,People’s Republic of China passport, so
travelling outwards, and inwards are not
encroached on as there are still free and
liberal ways to get in and out of Hong
Kong.

In essence it has the same status as a
BNO status without the diplomatic post
ability, making it a BNO 2.0 that cannot
be used to promote separatism in Hong
Kong. Furthermore, the United Kingdom
is engaged in a targeted brain drain on
the population of the seven and a half
million Hong Kong residents, targeting
the population via political gestures
making it appear it is an enemy region 23
years after seeding it out of their control.
If an Imperialist cannot control an area it
will destabilize by any means necessary,
even going so low as to create an
artificial national identity crisis to suit
their expansionist tendencies.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Comrades
Week after week we see on our TV and in the printed media, that our Fossil fuel industry here
in Australia is doing it a bit tough. I admit that the current value of thermal coal loaded onto a
ship in Newcastle isn’t worth much more that a ton of topsoil !
A lot of our population aren’t aware of some of the well-hidden perks that most of the mining
companies put out their grubby hands to claim, and in some cases it would be these perks that
was the only thing that would be keeping some of the marginal pits afloat. For example the
huge amounts of electricity used to power some of the coal plant is sold at a much lower rate
than the average householder would ever be able to be supplied with.
The other well-hidden perk, is the Federal Diesel Fuel rebate that is applied to Primary
Production and yes Coal mining is declared Primary Production. The fuel rebate, that the mines
apply for, is set currently at 42 cents per litre. The 42 cents is the taxable part of the all up fuel
cost and that is the part that is refunded to the Mines after completing their quarterly BAS
statements. How can their accountants sleep at night ?
I am aware of just how much diesel fuel is used to power the mining equipment here in the
Hunter Valley of NSW. I used the work in a mine that used tens of millions of litres of fuel
annually and I am sure the fuel rebate was gratefully received to offset some of their operating
costs. Ned Kelly was hung for lesser crimes!
For example, a very big mining excavator, Liebherr 996, would be refuelled after a 24 hour
operating period with approx. 10,000 litres of fuel and with the 42 cent rebate applied it means
that the miner can claim back $4,2000 from the AUSSIE TAXPAYER every time the digger is
refuelled
The mining companies tender out their fuel supply contracts so as to get the best deal available
and they have very good bargaining power due to the massive amounts of fuel and oil that is
needed . Some of my contacts are saying that the agreed price from the fuel suppliers could be
as low as 50/60 cents per litre. As recently as yesterday I bought diesel for my car at $1.29
cents !
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I am calling for the Fuel rebate to be closely looked at with the view to be totally abolished it
and making the mining industry stand on its own feet instead of being propped up by the
AUSSIE TAXPAYER! Billions of dollars would, or should be, redirected into more worthwhile
projects for our struggling Aussie families instead of paying fuel bills for wealthy overpaid
mining companies.

THEORY AND PRACTICE
Trotskyism vs Marxism-Leninism
by Sam Bullock

Trotskyism is nothing more than a system that ignores dialectical materialism and henceforth
the reality of the world. I was a Democratic Socialist, proactive for 10 years prior to becoming a
Marxist-Leninist. I witnessed the lies about Trotskyism that were fed to other Democratic
Socialists and myself during that time. Leon Trotsky was in the Menshevik faction of the
Russian social Democratic Labour party, Lenin and Stalin were in Bolshevik faction. Trotsky
was opposed to Lenin’s views but the truth was Lenin despised Trotsky because Trotsky was a
Revisionist, not a Marxist, and Lenin called Trotsky a ‘’repugnant degenerate.” Later, when the
Bolsheviks won the factional war, and dissolved all factions, Trotsky joined the
Bolsheviks. Trotsky was never trusted by Lenin and looking at some of his ideology Trotsky
was absolutely incorrect! During the period at the end of WW1, Trotsky wanted to wait until the
German revolution could happen before attempting a revolution in Russia. Trotsky wanted to
have the two revolutions at the same time. Lenin however, knew that Socialism could exist in
one country so ignored Trotsky and went ahead with the October Revolution, thus proving
Trotsky incorrect. Trotsky’s second mistake was to right off the peasantry as a revolutionary
force. In ‘Two Tactics of Social Democracy’, Lenin explains that the peasantry and the working
class have the same class interest and henceforth, can work together. However, under no
circumstances can the petty bourgeoisie collaborate with the working class as they have
contradictory class interests. Lenin knew that the revisionism would not work for the Woking
class. In Germany, workers were sold out to the bourgeois state, by the Social Democrats, and
therefore attempts at starting a revolution there failed.
(below :Lenin)

(below Lenin and Trotsky)

Trotsky tried to implement his Revisionist ideology within the newly formed Communist Party of
Soviet Union via means of an internal coup and was expelled for the 2 nd time. To be re-admitted
Trotsky had to admit three things that he did incorrectly however, he still attempted the same
revisionist and counter Communist behaviour and was expelled again. Trotsky was expelled by
the entire Central Committee of Communist party, not by Stalin. Trotsky was forced to exile in
Turkey then Norway but continued his war on Soviet Union in exile with his anti- Communist
ideology. When in Mexico Trotsky formed the 4th international, a world-wide anti- Soviet
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movement that using dogmatic ideologies that never worked in application.

THEORY AND PRACTICE

U.S Styled
Democracy and
Populism
By Brennan Dick
The events in the United States were a
display of what should be avoided. Here, in
UU
Australia,
we also have a government that
seeks to further degrade standards for
Australian people; for example they are
seeking to target education, reducing scope
and opportunity. This year, 2021, as part of a
curriculum overhaul, our government will be
cutting back 80 courses, greatly reducing the
number of electives and paths for our future
generations. This will heavily impact the future
prosperity of some already disadvantaged
Australians. Such things start to erode
people’s democracy starting at the education
level.
Below Rowdy Populism in action outside the
Whitehouse

U.S President Biden

In the publication, What is the state? by Belov,
USSR, (1986), it states:
“Without the right to education, however all
those freedoms become freedoms for the elect
only, and a secondary and higher education a
luxury for most people.”.
Furthermore, the recent sign of culling back on
majority of arts courses in schools and
universities shows the priorities of the ruling
neo-liberal class here in Australia.
Going back over the events at Capitol Hill, to
come to an understanding, we need to go back
to Marxist roots, to the concepts of class
antagonism and classical class theory.
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In the book, what is Historical materialism?
(1985) it states: “All history was reduced to the
activities of individual personalities – kings,
generals and heroes.”
This is true of the events in the U.S, the mob
being denounced, and Trump receiving no
punishment. These prolonged events, for the
most part, are a contest an arc of resolution
between the between the corporate entities, the
Trump administration, and the incoming Biden
administration. The cult of the personality is
involved with the transition of power and in the
public focus is the rise and downfall of each
retrospectively, as is quite common in modern
American politics.

In the Australian context, government
bureaucracy and sympathies towards right wing
sentiment are a metaphor that can sum up much
of these events, as pro-Trump agitators were
given free entry into the capital. Societal class
concepts are central, being:
1) Petty capitalists seeking power, under a false
assumption and,
2) a force of genuine care for change being led
astray.
The right-wing zeal of much of it is more to do
with the fetishizing of the constitution by those
who perceive their rights being violated/ being
used as tools in a system where they were
manipulated to establish ulterior motives.
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Above: Donald Trump

Nationalistic zeal, a pride in one’s own
constitution, and a pride in one’s own nation
are not always reactionary but are
vulnerable to being used as a weapon in a
political vacuum where there is little or no
opposition. However, in most cases a
manufactured opposition, functioning in a
HH dominant position, a second wing of
de-facto
the one-party state, are upholding the status
quo in both Australia and America. This
dynamic, the de-jure, the practices of the
entitled, exist in reality, are defended by
laws and the state, in such a dynamic
revolving door that they are upholding the
status quo. By defending the status quo, not
seriously harming the monopolies, and
switching sides later, they are actually
supporting their opponent.

In Lenin’s State and revolution (1917) it states:
“More and more nations are losing their
confidence in capitalism; they do not wish to
associate their prospects of development with
it.”
In the introduction of ‘What is the state?’
(1986) it states: “The state’s activities have an
impact both on the individual and on the
society as a whole.”
The deep unhappiness that has brewed, from
capitalist system, especially Imperialistic
capitalistic monopolistic system, is illustrated
both here, in Australia, and in the United
States. There is a growing divide in both
sentiment towards politicians and with how
people feel about the loyalty of the same
politicians.
According to the world happiness index,
otherwise known as the Happiness Case, in
the period of 2018-2019, Australia had the
largest amount of happiness, not from
economic standpoint, but rather residual
outcomes. The GDP based outcomes were
only at 12-13% of all people asked. The
freedom to make life choices is only sitting at
around 6 %.
https://happinessreport.s3.amazonaws.com/2020/WHR20.pdf,
A telling example of US double standards is
the rollback and backtracking of Biden’s covid19 stimulus. Happiness and consistency to
achieve a greater outcome is key, so elected
officials keeping to their word, is critical in the
pursuit of general states of national happiness.
Biden offered a $2,000 stimulus immediately
but did not follow through now wanting to
deliver $1400, which is $600 short with no
mention of the combined total in the original
bid, and not allocated immediately. A reduction
of 85%. from a scaled-down package
potentially passed in the first three months of
his administration according to CBS.

In Two tactics of Social democracy in the
Democratic revolution,1907, Lenin states: “Its
representatives were the first to raise this
demand. Its supporters have everywhere
used the liberty they acquired like masters,
reducing it to moderate and meticulous
bourgeois doses, combining it with the most
subtle methods of suppressing”.
Right Wing White Supremicists inside the Capitol
WWWhitehouse

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stimuluscheck-1400-dollars-2021-01-15/. The prior
mentioned two points are fundamental as
Socio-economic rights and freedoms are of the
greatest significance, as they reflect, much
more than other factors, the essence of any
society. The above link is more in-depth
information regarding Biden’s allocation of
money bill.
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The themes of capitalism, class interests and
internal contradictions run deep to the core of
issues creating discontent and a political
vacuum. The individuals involved, in the
capitol hill incident, seek a false sense of pure
democracy. The question of accountable
elections, voter validation and trust in
democracy all hinge on the concept of the
desiring a democracy, where representation is
accountable and representative. Australia,
much like the United States, are shifting more
towards corporate monopolies and attempt a
transition into a plutocracy ,an elite or ruling
class whose power derives from their wealth
as per ‘The diplomat,’ see the link below, the
newspaper article published on September
28th, 2020, which was titled, Can America
Escape Plutocracy? -

https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/canamerica-escape-plutocracy/.

The quote was in respect to the then
provisional government, which at the time did
not stop the participation of the war, as the
reason for discontent by the common
Russian people. The same comparison can
be linked to the modern opposition parties not
fully withdrawing from wars today with a case
of the revolving door policy, of capitalistic
liberal democracy, the appeasement mixed
with the message of:
“bourgeois propaganda insistently links the
destinies of democracy with the destiny of
capitalism”, as stated in Lenin’s Proletarian
revolution and the renegade kautsky.
Even the concept of a true and transparent
democracy, under imposed capitalistic
standards, is utopian, as democracy in the
workplace in some sectors is ignored. An
existing and serious example is the aged care
industry. It is not uncommon to have some
workers in the hospitality industry, working
long hours, with no right to defend
themselves from false accusations by
residents and at the same time, no right to
redress. With such aged care corporate
culture, the Aged Care Royal Commission
into claims of abusive practices, did not
consider or even ask the staff regarding these
practices, taking, without any degree of
scepticism, the claims of residents of such
institutions.

This practice left the staff out of the
discussion, while unfairly targeting the
workers in some cases. Recent proposals,
in other industries, are moving to a greater
destruction of any resemblance of
workplace democracy, as we have seen in
the mining sector under Adani.
Such an attitude, in Australia, is illustrated in
the writings of Proletarian revolution and the
renegade kautsky, where he said:
“The pseudo-scientific nature of the “pure
democracy” concept which is closely bound
up with all manner of constitutional illusions
disseminated by the apologists of the
bourgeois democracy.”
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The bourgeoisie here make fake
standards/proclamations which are so
openly pronounced, yet rarely acted on and
normally stuck in red tape. An example of
that is the claim of equal opportunity in the
employment market, more people are
seeking employment than are actual
existing jobs. The core fundamental need,
is to have the means to survive. Restricted
behind barriers that favour experience, and
hard to access if you do not have direct
connections in industry. This became
progressively worse, particularly with the
pandemic.
As an illustration of the trend over 3 years,
between 2018-2021, in 2018, there was
24.98 million Australian citizens with a rate
of around 5% unemployment, equalling to
1.2 million unemployed. In 2019, there was
25.36 million Australian citizens, at a rate of
5.3% unemployment, equalling to 1,326,905
unemployed.. In 2020, there was
25,499,884 Australian citizens at a rate of
6.8% unemployment, equal to 1,529,993
unemployed. In 2021, so far, 25,788,215
live here, and we now have an
unemployment rate of 7.68%, equal to
1,980,534 unemployed. This means in 3
years, there has been an increase
population of 1,690,215 with an increase of
unemployment at, 780,534.

. A clear divide is showing each year, made
worse by the capitalist’s inability to deal with
job scarcity.
With the year-by-year increase in
unemployment, facing this reality much of
the opportunistic left, are inadequate in
analysing this particularly in an epidemic.
The neo-liberalism is becoming more and
more centralized and the failure of social
democracy is obvious particularly in dealing
with an expansion of inequality. This inability
to analyse and act gives the right wing a free
pass to obscure the message domestically
about social inequality.
Some of the job losses were because of the
loss of trading opportunities and the loss of
local work to 457 visa workers who are
exploited as cheap, expendable labour. This
only reinforces Marx’s principles around
alienation, and Lenin’s theories of the
Reserve Army of Labour. It also shows that
in many regards social democracy both tries
to combat and maintain the status quo of
expendable working Australians.
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting
-a-visa/visa-listing/repealed-visas/temporarywork-skilled-457.
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Compliance in social democracy has failed both in
the U.S and Australia, as well as much of the
capitalist world. So, the yearning for something new
or different is no major revelation, given that the core
of Capitalist society is made up of the very conditions
of extreme capitalism/neo-liberalism. This also
enables a rise in far-right politics. So, the events in
the U.S on Capitol Hill, and the Biden administration
are far from unique, but are a painful reminder of the
brutal reality that comes with a model based around
Imperialist Capitalistic monopolies, one of discontent
and inequality. Here, and in much of the Capitalist
world, the ‘ have nots’, have been rapidly expanding
and with that rapid expansion comes
disenfranchisement. The people are left behind and
the failure of social democracy, to combat inequalities
have led to the new wave of right wing populism.

About our Theory and
Practice Section
We give our comrades the opportunity to
participate in discussions about theory and
practice in this section. These articles are an
opportunity for comrades to discuss their
ideas regarding theory and practice. Our
party follows the practice of democratic
centralism and we actively encourage our
comrades to take part. People from outside
of our party can submit articles however, we
reserve the right to not publish if these
submissions do not fall in line with MarxistLeninist principles. We will not publish
anything that discriminates against other
groups of people on the grounds of
subjective notions of race, gender or sexual
preference or other forms of discrimination.
You can send your articles to the following
email account:
brendakellaway@outlook.com

HISTORY IN ACTION

The Aerowagon
Crash of 1921
By Alfons the Bandicoot
What is the Australian connection to
the spectacular accident involving
an experimental vehicle in Soviet
Russia in 1921?
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The vehicle itself was called the
‘Aerowagon’, and it was a modified
train carriage, with a massive
aircraft engine and propeller (see
the photo nearby). Born in Latvia,
Valerian Abakovsky designed the
innovative vehicle, and he was only
26 years old at the time of the
fateful incident. Abakovsky had
been working as a driver for the
Cheka ,the security wing of the
Bolshevik party, before he was given
time and resources to create the
Aerowagon. It was believed that the
propeller driven carriage would
allow fast transport of party officials
and, on the first leg of the first trip,
from Moscow to the Tula collieries,
it was very fast indeed. It may even
be regarded as the precursor of the
various bullet trains of recent
decades.

The Australian connection to the
Aerowagon comes into view when
we look at the passengers who
were on the vehicle when it made
the trip to Tula. The carriage was
crammed with delegates who had
been attending a most important
international congress that was
taking place in Moscow.

The Aerowagon

This was the first congress of the Red
International of Labour Unions (RILU)
commonly known as the Profintern,
which can be regarded as the
precursor of the WFTU. It began on
July 3, 1921, with 380 delegates from
all over the world, including ‘Big Bill’
Haywood from the U.S.
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Australian participation in the congress
was greatly appreciated by Moscow,
and the Australian delegation took its
place there in the face of strong
opposition from the government
authorities in both Melbourne and
London. Fyodor Sergeyev ,known as
‘Comrade Artyom’, was involved and he
had been in Australia before returning
to take part in the Revolution and
becoming a member of the Central
Committee. Sergeyev had come to
Australia in 1910, and in Brisbane he
was known as ‘Big Tom’ and was active
in the Australian Socialist Party (A.S.P.).
But of greater importance to the RILU
delegation from Australia was the man
known as Paul Freeman.

Paul Freeman was a shadowy figure
and his real name is a mystery. No
photograph of him has been found. He
was possibly originally from the U.S.,
and was strongly Marxist in every
respect, agitating wherever he went.

In Broken Hill during the War he was
hunted by Australian intelligence
officers, being hidden in the homes of
various comrades. He moved to
Queensland and in 1919 he was finally
arrested in Cloncurry and deported.
The U.S. authorities would not take him
and he sailed back and forth across the
Pacific like a shuttlecock. Eventually
Australia was able to fling Freeman into
Germany, still a shambles after the
War, and from there he made his way
to the fledgling Soviet Republic.
When he arrived in Soviet Russia
Freeman found his old Queensland
mate Sergeyev and was entrusted with
the mission of recruiting an Australian
delegation to the up-coming congress.
With false papers, he was smuggled
into Australia in disguise, where he
lined up the members of the Australian
delegation. In Sydney he signed up Bill
Earsman and he also persuaded his
great comrade from Broken Hill, Paddy
Lamb, to be a delegate. Lamb made his
way to London using a fake passport
supplied by the notorious Melbourne
crime boss John Wren. He was arrested
and interrogated in London, to no avail,
and made his way to Moscow.
On 24 July 1921, a group of delegates
to the RILU congress, led by Fyodor
Sergeyev, took the Aerowagon from
Moscow to the Tula collieries to test it.
Abakovsky was also on board. It flew
like the wind and the trip seemed to be
a great achievement for Soviet
technology. But on the return journey
to Moscow, near Serpukhov, the
Aerowagon hit rocks placed on the
tracks.

Vilna Espin. Fidel & Raul Castro & Celia Sanchez

The Aerowagon derailed at high speed,
killing six of the 22 people on board. A
seventh man later died of his injuries.
The dead included delegates from
Germany, the UK and Bulgaria, as well
as Abakovsky the inventor of the
vehicle. Sergeyev was also killed and so
too was Freeman, who had been
seated next to Paddy Lamb. Lamb
survived, but with back injuries, and
returned to Broken Hill. It was long
suspected that the rocks were put on
the train tracks by followers of Trotsky.

The seven men killed at the time of the
crash were buried in the shadow of the
Kremlin Wall.
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Lenin’s Message.
“It is hard to express in words the
importance of this international trade
union congress. Everywhere in the
whole world the Communist ideas find
ever more followers among the
membership of the trade unions. The
progress of Communism does not
follow a straight line. It is not regular,
it has got to overcome thousands of
obstacles, but it moves forward just
the same. This international trade
union congress will hasten the
progress of Communism, which will
be victorious in the trade union
movement. There is no power on earth
that is able to prevent the collapse of
capitalism and the victory of the
working class over the bourgeoisie.”
Lenin, message to the First Congress
of the R.I.L.U., Moscow, June 1921.

Celia Sánchez played an important role in the
Cuban revolution and administering the Cuban
revolutionary state. She joined the clandestine
26th of July Movement and chose the landing
site of the Granma and fought with the rebels
in the Sierra Maestra.
Sánchez joined the struggle against
the Batista government following the coup of
March 10, 1952. She was the founder of
the 26th of July Movement in Manzanillo. She
started as an arms runner but later worked as
combatant in the Cuban Revolution. She is
considered to be the first female guerrilla of
the Sierra Maestra. She was the first woman in
the revolution to fire a weapon. In 1957, she
became the first woman to join the guerrilla
army as messenger. Celia placed
small telegrams inside a Butterfly flower, so
the messages would remain secret. As a
member of the general staff of the Rebel Army
she supplied Che Guevara and other rebels
with weapons, occasionally food and medical
supplies.
During the 1960s, René Vallejo, Castro's
physician and Sanchez became the Cuban
leader's two closest companions.
Celia Sanchez archived many documents,
letters and notes of the revolution, leading to
the creation of the “Oficina de Asuntos
Históricos del Consejo de Estado,” an
institution for the preservation of historical
documents The documents within this
institution include interviews from soldiers
who fought as guerrilla fighters as well as
letters, writings and photos. This collections of
primary sources is Cuba’s official archive
about the Cuban Revolution. The Cuban people
know the collection as el fondo de Celia.

Are you interested in Joining the Communist
Workers Party?
The purpose of Communist Workers Party of Australia is to change our Social
Economic system from a Capitalist based system to a Socialist system. The
Party is a voluntary organization of like-minded people who strive to unite in its
ranks the most politically active members of the working class and other
sections of the people who are prepared to work for the achievement of working
class state power and the building of a Socialist Australia.

Our Party constitution is focused on maximum
participation of each individual member.
Our organisational principle combines the maximum of democratic
discussion by the entire membership to make decisions on how to advance the
aims of the Party - advancing the cause of the Australian working class and the
achievement of socialism. The Party members then have the obligation to carry
out those majority decisions.
Membership is open to any resident of Australia sixteen years or older who
agree with the basic principles of the Party program and are willing to abide by
the Party Constitution. Potential Party members are assigned to a branch 3
months prior to their acceptance to give them the full opportunity to learn how
the Party works and the theory of the working class system, ie. MarxismLeninism.
The Rights of Party members section in our constitution protects our
members, encouraging their participation in discussion and respecting their
opinions. All major decision of the leadership are made by members’ vote. We
have procedures and process enshrined in our constitution to ensure these rights
are protected. Interested in more information about our Party?
Phone: 0401 824 386 Email: brendakellaway@outlook.com Mail: PO Box 367 ,
Hamilton, NSW , 2303 Our website: communistworkerspartyofaustralia.org.au/
Our facebook page:
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https://www.facebook.com/CommunistWorkers-Party-ofAustralia586334568056396/

