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NEWS SHORT TAKES
REGIME CHANGE IN MYANMAR
We hear that in Myanmar, their PLA, the armed wing of
Communist Party of Burma (CPB) has been building
strength to take part in the overthrow of the illegal junta
government. The PLA has started an insurgency in
earnest. This is very good news, and comrades in Australia
will no doubt support it.
Following a period of weakness in the CPB due to left
sectarian adventurism, the Marxist-Leninist party
regained its strength on the other side of the border, on
Chinese soil. The party has now moved back into
Myanmar to restart the guerrilla struggle.
The future of the people of Myanmar is not with Aung San
Suu Kyi and the ‘colour revolution’ elements, with their
bogus capitalist ‘democracy’. The future is with the classconscious masses, and the struggle of the PLA and the
CPB.

Above: PLA Comrades in Myanmar

SANCTIONS NEED TO GO
There is now a new push from Russia and
China, to get the United Nations Security
Council to significantly relax sanctions on the
DPRK. This comes just three weeks after
Washington gave indications that it might be
willing to set up a new round of talks with the
DPRK leadership. The sanctions have
achieved absolutely nothing, and they need
to be abolished.

TAIWAN TENSIONS

REGIME CHANGE IN THE PHILIPPINES
In other news from Southeast Asia, the Communist Party
of the Philippines (CPP) is yet to confirm reports of the
death of Jorge Madlos, popularly known as Ka Oris. A
representative of the NPA’s National Command, Ka Oris
was leader of the National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP) in Mindanao.

In recent days, the weak-minded Australian defence
minister Peter Dutton has been ranting and raving about
Taiwan. What the buffoon fails to understand is that
Taiwan always has been, and always will be, a part of
China. The island is separated from the Mainland by the
Taiwan Strait, which is only 130 km wide. Who could
dare to violate Chinese sovereignty, when the disputed
territory is so close to Mainland China? Who would be
so stupid? Looking at you, Peter.
Below: Comrade Ka Oris Philippines NPA

The CPP released the statement, following military
reports celebrating Ka Oris’ death in a battle between
government troops and communist insurgents in the
village of Impasugong, in Bukidnon. We anxiously await
further news. If true, this is a great loss, but the struggle
continues.
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Australia willingly becoming
a target for later demise –
the undemocratic nuclear
sub-marine deal
By Brennan Dick
The actions of the Liberal party in wanting, in
2040, to have nuclear submarines is a move that
is problematic in multiple ways. Australia is in a
position where our naval capability is advanced
in the region. For example, the proposed deal
with the U.S and the U.K will have equal to
150% of all of Indonesia’s submarine fleet
alone. Investment in defence is often an excuse
used to promote and have new submarines built
with UK tech and US tech in the Australian
military.

Above: Boris Johnson speaking on AUKUS

The New Zealand government has made its
statement clear in policy about such a move, Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern said, “I am pleased to see
that the eye has been turned to our region from
partners we work closely with. It's a contested
region and there is a role that others can play in
taking an interest in our region. But the lens we will
look at this from, will include stability." While she
accepted the role others could play, she ultimately
left out the following 1984 nuclear-free zone policy,
she refused entry to any vessels powered by or
armed with nuclear power.

U.S President Joe Biden at AUKUS

The other concern, as we arrive closer to
2040, is that there will be more US troops
in Australia, this will include a 10-year
rotation of US marines in Darwin. With the
rotation will also come cooperation to
develop missiles and explosive ordinance.
Peter Dutton, the person who pushed for
extreme treatment of legal asylum seekers
fleeing conflicts, stated, “I do have an
aspiration to make sure that we can
increase the numbers of troops through the
rotations…The air capability will be
enhanced, our maritime capability
enhanced and certainly the force posture
enhanced.” This statement explains much
of the nature of this shift: as a move to
consolidate US power in the region.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/17/
australia-says-more-us-troops-to-comeeyes-missile-work
Below: Jacinda Ardern speaking on AUKUS

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/nz-says-australiasnew-nuclear-submarines-must-stay-out-its-waters-202109-16/
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An online response by the Canberra Friends
of the Earth Australia, made a petition which
included, “The move, which occurred without
A
any community
consultation, undermines
Australia’s nuclear-free status and will
generate radioactive waste for decades.
The Prime Minister must reverse the decision
to build nuclear-powered submarines and
commit to keeping Australia’s military
nuclear free.”
This group states further that, “Australia
must invest in supporting those hit hardest by
the global pandemic, both locally and
throughout our region and on urgent action to
deal with the climate crisis.”
https://www.foe.org.au/nonuclearsubs?recruiter
_id=106308&fbclid=IwAR1k9xTJQjxE_gcGbZWiJQd0_yzeKeoTrQZBHOvppDQImAUB
BILkMEf298

Not only has online petitions against the
move started to happen, almost as it was
announced, but Indonesia also has shown
great concern over the move. The official
Ministry of the foreign affairs of Indonesia
website states the following:
1) Indonesia takes note cautiously of
the Australian Government's
decision to acquire nuclearpowered submarines.
2) Indonesia is deeply concerned over
the continuing arms race and
power projection in the region.
3) Indonesia stresses the importance
of Australia’s commitment to
continue meeting all of its nuclear
non-proliferation obligations.
4) Indonesia calls on Australia to
maintain its commitment towards
regional peace, stability and
security in accordance with the
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation.
5) Indonesia encourages Australia
and other parties to advance
dialogue in settling any differences
peacefully. In this regard,
Indonesia underscores the respect
for international law, including
UNCLOS 1982, in maintaining
peace and security in the region.
https://kemlu.go.id/portal/en/read/2937/siara
n_pers/statement-on-australias-nuclearpowered-submarines-program
The main conflicts and contradictions,
regarding this situation, are caused by the
scramble to retain authority and power by
Imperialist powers. In this submarine deal
Australia undercut France to support post
Brexit UK and the US. Regionally it would
shift the military balance in favour of
Australia.
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France exercises Imperialist powers within
Africa, the UK most likely seeks its own
sphere of new imperialism, the US wishes to
enhance their own power in the realities of
their decline. In many ways here Australia is
the sacrificial lamb, thrown in the middle of
the inter-Imperialist conflict. Indonesia, PNG
and other pacific islands are over-time siding
more with China and benefiting from Chinese
investment separate from western influence.
This is a threat to the order the first world
assumes itself to have, people having
autonomy and freedom to choose their own
paths.
The Chinese embassy in Australia put out a
statement on social media which stated:
We urge the Australian side to abandon the
out-dated cold war zero-sum mentality and
narrow minded geo-political
perception...Stop sliding further down on the
road of harming Australia-China relations
and do more to enhance mutual trust and
promote pragmatic cooperation.”

And the Foreign Chinese minister
spokesman said:
“Relevant countries should abandon the
outdated zero-sum mentality and narrowminded geopolitical perceptions, respect the
will of the people of regional countries and
do more to contribute to regional peace.”
He said that if that isn’t done “Otherwise,
they will only end up shooting themselves in
the foot.”

The Greens leader Adam Bandt stated:
“This dangerous nuclear submarines move
puts floating Chernobyl’s in the heart of
Australian cities.
It makes Australia less safe, Increase the risk
of conflict in our region and puts us in the
firing line.
Greens will fight this tooth and nail.”
This is an example of domestic political
agendas, as ultimately the Greens, even though
this statement may be of some use, have also
pushed for the same destructive economics
that has been the cause of great poverty within
Australia. Although the sentiment is positive
regarding the submarines, the willpower and
resolve is yet to be determined, given their
disadvantage in political capitol, and political
will.
It is no mistake that this issue has arisen
around election time, the actions and sentiment
stated may affect the results of the election.
So, this move can be defined by 1) electoral
manipulation, 2) an act showing that
Australian sovereignty is being eroded, 3) That
other powers wish to use Australia as a vessel
for their own sphere of influence and 4) That
the Liberal party gives no consideration to
what is best for the good of Australians.
5.
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Great October Socialist
Revolution: 1917-2017

The final point is that Australia, in
pursuing such a path, is risking a boom for
the nuclear industry. Many potential mine
sites, rich in Uranium, are often on our
first people’s land and if we were to build
uranium mines it would desecrate first
nations land even more so, which in turn
would further erode first nations
sovereignty. It also poses a threat to the
health of our population in general.
The waste of such products is toxic, and
the water needed to even have functioning
uranium plants and processes, would also
be enormous. Japan tried to contain their
waste in zonings, that over time became
too much and they couldn’t place nuclear
waste anymore. Australia might have a
similar issue with this if they pursue an
agenda of making the Australian military
and economy nuclear. If any incident
occurred, the aftermath would result in in
first nations country being irradiated
which would be the ultimate betrayal of
First nations peoples but also of our
country as a whole as health problems
wouldn’t be confined to one area.

This is the time of year when all the comrades
will be remembering the Great October Socialist
Revolution. Here is something really worth
celebrating. As we approach the anniversary of
the event, we note that the achievements of the
Russian Revolution were many. We celebrate the
event, and we study its lessons from this event
and its aftermath.

On November 7 (Old Russian calendar, October
25), 1917, an armed uprising took place in St.
Petersburg (known as Leningrad 1924-1991). The
Bolsheviks stormed the Winter Palace, arrested
reformists of the Russian Provisional Government
and proclaimed that, from then on, all power
would belong to the Soviets (i.e., Councils) of
Soldier, Worker and Peasant Deputies. As the
Anniversary approaches, we acknowledge the
importance of the event, as the rejection of
capitalism and all its manifestations.
We in the Communist Workers’ Party make no
apologies for our admiration of the Soviet Union.
This was the first attempt, apart from the brief
Paris Commune, to apply Marxism in real life.
Of course, like anything new, there were some
errors made, however, for every error there were
ten good and major achievements. We have no
problem with the Soviet legacy, and we
wholeheartedly applaud their achievements, their
commitment, and their role in the advancement
of the Socialism.
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Also of great assistance to the world, the Soviet,
Red Army, defeated the Nazis. Some weakminded comrades left the party in1956 or in 1968
due to their poor awareness of foreign policy
problems faced by the Soviet. We honor those
who steadfastly stayed as supporters of the
USSR.

The careful study of human history shows that
regimes change from time to time. Since the
industrial revolution began, regimes have
changed in many countries. These transitions
vary in nature, but mostly they take place over
short periods of time and are then consolidated.
The Russian Revolution is one example, and
there are many others. It is agreed amongst
Marxists that regime adjustment marks the
transition from capitalist democracy to socialist
democracy, our duty is to work to advance such
a transition.
The presence of an advanced MarxistLeninist organisation in a country is necessary
but not sufficient. It is necessary for such an
organisation, in order to guide and assist the
inevitable regime adjustment process. Without
the benevolent and fair assistance of such an
organisation, regime change will never reach
the goal of socialist democracy.

Let’s keep our Communist principles. We say
NO to revisionism and opportunism. We say
YES to Marxism and Leninism. ALL POWER
TO THESOVIETS
Several surveys have uncovered the fact that many
Russians (over 60%) want to see a return to the
Soviet Union. Adjusting for the bias of sources,it is
clear, that the Russian masses are ready for another
October Revolution. To reiterate, over sixty
percent of Russians want the Soviet Union back.
Communism was working much better than
reported in Western media. They have had plenty
of time to compare and they want a return to
Marxism. We are with them.

Above: February Women’s March

The historical role of the Vanguard Party is
not to artificially create regime change events.
The party role is to nurture and assist the 99%
as the historical events unfold. Our goal is to
illuminate the path towards socialism. Our
leadership will be measured by the extent to
which the rising masses secure a future in
which the working class and its allies control
the state and the organs of the state. Our
ultimate goal, in this context, is the smoothest
possible transition from capitalist democracy
7 7.
to socialist democracy.

Bougainville the Long
Road to Independence
By Sam Bullock
Bougainville was made part of Papua New
Guinea, after the Independence of Papua
New Guinea from Australia, in 1975.
Bouganvillians may be consideredcloser to
the Solomon Islanders, than thepeople of
Papua New Guinea, in culture and
genealogically. Bougainville CopperLimited
was a subsidiary of BHP who started mining
on the Island in Panguna. The Bouganvillian
people were promisedten million Kina from
Bougainville Copper Ltd. for rights to mine
the land however, the money was never paid,
resulting in devastating consequences forthe
local economy.
As a result of the poor conditions, the local
landowners formed the Bougainville
Revolutionary Army (BRA) in 1987. They
sabotaged the mines by blowing up the power
towers when it was clear that people weren’t
being paid. Eventually in 1989 the mining
company gave up and closed the mine. All
non- Bouganvillians had to pack up and leave
the island.

Above: Bougainville Copper Ltd

During the 1990’s the Australian
government sent troops into Bougainville
to try to stop the BRA. Subsequently they
were withdrawn fromBougainville due to
the Papua New Guinea’s demands and
public protests.
This conflict cost Papua New Guinea
four prime ministers.

Below: Members of the Bougainville Revolutionary
Army
Above Sir Julius Chan

Sir Julius Chan, then Prime Minister of
Papua New Guinea, in 1997, corruptly
hired ‘Sandline’ mercenaries from South
Africa, in an attempt to destroy the BRA.
However, the underpaid national forces of
Papua New Guinea sided with the BRA
and launched a ten-day mutiny.
Needless to say; this led to the downfallof
Julius Chan as Prime Minister of Papua
New Guinea after massive protests and the
mutiny of his own forces he was forced
8
resign.
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Francis Ona one of the leaders of earlier BRA
declared independence on 17th May 1990 and
then later declared himself as theKing of
Meekamui opposing the elections in 2005
stating Bougainville was already independent
and capable of running its own affairs. He
died of malaria and was replaced by James
Tanis who was more moderate in his
approach and wanted to discuss terms with
Papua New Guinea. Anagreement was
reached between Port Moresby and Arrowa
and the BRA, they officially accepted the
demands of the BRA and for greater
autonomy and subsequently became the
leaders of Bougainville. This put an end to a
three decade long civil war on our front
doorstep.
Above: Francis Ona

In 2020 Bougainville and Port Moresby
agreed to a referendum on independence
subsequently the yes vote for independence
won. The question Bougainville will have to
ask, on its longroad to independence, is
whether to re- open the mine and do they
have the resources to manage it, or would it
be more beneficial for them to focus on
tourism. Three decades of isolation will mean
they will have to rebuild all their basic
infrastructure like hospitals and schools.

Above James Tanis, Former President of Autonomous
Region of Bougainville, Secretary Department of
Bougainville Peace Agreement Implementation.
Former Vice President of the Bougainville People’s
Congress.

Left: members of the Bougainville Revolutionary
Army
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POOR Old BHP!
BY PETER KENNEDY
Poor old BHP, the owners of a massive coal mine in the Upper Hunter Valley of
NSW, that is currently going gang busters ripping and tearing at the earth to get
as much of their black gold loaded into ships queuing up off Newcastle, has had
their once described as the ‘flagship mine’, devalued to minus 200 million
dollars!
Hard to believe I know, with the current value of thermal coal sitting at $230 au
a ton. BHP have said that they are getting out thermal coal but with the coal
price sitting where it currently is only time will tell with that one!
This huge mine has a massive reserve of both open cut coal and underground
with some very good quality big seams of coal that could be taken by
underground mining methods. Whoever puts their hand up to buy this mine is
letting themselves into a massive rehabilitation job that is a cost to the lucky
new owner, probably why there hasn’t been a lot of interest so far, but I did
hear that a joint venture between Thiess Mining and Peabody could be
interested.
A recent circular from BHP that somehow found its way to my computer has
revealed that BHP have adopted a NO JAB NO ENTRY policy to all employees
, contractors and visitors on any of their work sites. The circular stated that
everyone has to be fully vaxed by early January 2022 or no entry. I am aware
that the mining union is going to attempt to resolve this issue so stay tuned!
I hope all comrades and avid Agitator readers are staying safe and keeping
well,
Till next time
Taipan
Below BHP mine Hunter Valley
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New Police Powers Erode People’s
Rights and Bring Australia closer to
a Police State
by Brenda Kellaway
ANTI-TERROR LAWS
Since the John Howard government brought in
new so-called anti-terror legislation in 2000 to
2002, successive governments in Australia, have
continued to erode the rights of workers, of the
general public, via a series of new legislation and
regulations. This legislation, especially when
looked at accumulatively, may be regarded as a
general slide towards a police state, a slide
towards fascism. These moves, towards a police
state, include new legislation implemented this
year that gives the Australian Federal Police, or
anyone the Federal Police deem as having
‘experience,’ full access to your computer, phone
or other electronic records and data, including the
ability to change data on those devices or online.
Under the guise of looking after the public and
preventing terrorist acts, John Howard
introduced far reaching police powers during the
2000 Sydney Olympic games, including laws
preventing the right to assembly and the
distribution of ‘advertising’ material, in other
words preventing political agitation via protest
and leaflet during the Olympic Games. Howard
was adamant that these new police powers would
be temporary security arrangements, supposedly
necessary for the Olympics. However, although
some legislation appears to have been rescinded,
there are many that have continued, or have been
adopted in other newer legislation, including the
right for authorities tohold people without a
charge. According to theAustralian Human
Rights Commission, people can be held, without
charge, by ASIO even if they are not suspected
of a crime, the Human Rights Commission states
that ASIO can hold people for:

“7 days detention for informants not otherwise
suspected of a crime. The Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation Legislation Amendment
(Terrorism) Act 2003 (Cth) gave ASIO special
powers to question, or question and detain, a
person suspected of having information related to
an anti-terrorism investigation, even if that person
is not suspected of a terrorist offence. These
warrants can authorise detention of a person for
up to seven days. This means that a person who is
not suspected of a terrorism offence can be
detained for longer than a terrorist suspect who is
questioned by the Australian Federal Police under
the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth). The grounds for
detention can be kept secret. Also, the options for
challenging the basis of detention are extremely
limited and ineffective.”
(Human Rights fact sheet-Counter terrorism)
Below: John Howard: outside main stadium Olympic games Sydney 2000

In contrast, if you are ‘suspected’ of an actual
terrorist Act, authorities can hold you officially for
just 24 hours, however, they can continually make
applications to extend your detention. The
Australian Human Rights Commission ‘Fact
Sheet,’ among others, have recounted the
experience of Dr. Mohamed Haneef, who was
working as a doctor in Queensland. In 2007 Dr.
Haneef was held by the Australian Federal Police
who suspected him of being involved in car
bombings at Glasgow International Airport.
However, the authorities had no actual proof of
any involvement of Dr. Haneef. Dr. Haneef was
held by the AFP for 12 days without charge via
many applications to extend his detention. The
case against Dr. Haneef was eventually dropped
due to the lack of any evidence.
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The number of anti-terror pieces of legislation
has now increased to the point of the ridiculous,
with more than 50 pieces of anti-terror
legislation having been introduced into the
Australian parliament since the Sept 11 attack on
the twin towers, in the U.S in 2001, this
averages to over 2.5 pieces of anti-terror
legislation per year, or more than 1 piece of
legislation every six months.

Above: 11/9/2001 attack on twin towers in U.S

If you are not actually suspected of a crime,
technically you can be held longer than a person
suspected of a crime, and as the Human Rights
Commission suggests, the “grounds” for your
detention can be “kept a secret,” from you, and
your family, and any potential legal or other
support.
Of course, the general public need to be
protected from actual terrorist attacks, where
innocent people could potentially be killed or
injured, however, in Australia we have very few
actual recorded terrorist acts. We have very few
terrorist attacks, yet Australia’s terrorism laws
have now overreached, to such an extent, that we
have more far-reaching laws than other countries
that have multiple terrorist attacks annually like
the UK or US.
As George Williams points out in his article, ‘A
Decade of Australian Anti-Terror Laws,’
Australia, unlike many other so-called Western
Democracies, and unlike the US, Australia does
not have a charter of rights or a charter of Human
rights, that could go some small way to protect
the individual from these more draconian antiterror laws impinging on peoples’ rights, and at
the time of the publishing his article in 2011,
Australia had already: “exceeded the United
Kingdom, the United States, and Canada in the
sheer number of n32 anti-terrorism laws that it
has enacted since 9/11 … “. (Williams, 2011, A Decade

Of significance, to anyone involved in political
campaigns, is the introduction of new legislation
in 2003. In ‘Chapter 5- The Security of the
Commonwealth”, in an amendment of the
Criminal Code Act 1995, a section was included
entitled ‘Treason’ where you could be sent to jail
for life based on committing acts of said
‘Treason.’
Although it isn’t unusual for a country to include
legislation for Treason, it is normally included
with respect to when a country is at war with
another country, however, in Australia this
legislation has been included in peace time when
there is no declaration of war. This newer
legislation regarding ‘Treason,’ under certain
circumstances, could be applied to political
opponents. For example, section 5.1 states a
person can be deemed a traitor, to have
committed treason if they:
‘…(e) engages in conduct that assists by any
means whatever, with intent to assist, an enemy:

of Australian Anti- Terror Laws)
Above: Anti-terrorist training exercise held in Central
Station, Sydney in early hours of the morning on 17th of
October 2017.
Left: ‘Anti-terrorism’ training on June 26th in Orchard
Hills in Sydney.
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This legislation continues with vague descriptions
of what is regarded as ‘an enemy’, and this could
be linked-in with other pieces of legislation. As
Williams points out:
“Division 102 of the Criminal Code gives the
Attorney-General a power to make a written
declaration that an organisation is a ‘terrorist
organisation’. Once a declaration is made, a range
of offences apply to individuals who are linked to
that organisation, including: directing the
activities of a terrorist organisation; intentionally
being a member of a terrorist
organisation; recruiting for a terrorist
organisation; receiving funds from or giving funds
to a terrorist organisation; providing ‘support’ to a
terrorist organisation; and associating with a
terrorist organisation”
(Williams, 2011, A Decade of Australian Anti-Terror Laws,
subsection ‘scope of Anti-terror laws.)

For breaching any of this legislation an individual
may receive life imprisonment. In otherwords, an
organisation, or country, can be ‘declared,’ ‘an
enemy,’ and then if you assist that ‘enemy’ in any
regard,’ you could be accused of committing an
act of Treason and sentenced to life imprisonment.
According to the Amendment to the Security
Legislation Act 2002, in 2003, it states an act of
terrorism includes if a person:
“engages in conduct that assists by any means
whatever, with intent to assist, an enemy: (i) at
war with the Commonwealth, whether or not the
existence of a state of war has been declared; and
(ii) specified by Proclamation made for the
purpose of this paragraph to be an enemy at war
with the Commonwealth; …Penalty: Imprisonment
for life.”
(Amendment to the Security Legislation Act 2002 Amendment in
2003: in 5.1 Division 80),

Above: Anti-Terrorism training in Orchard Hills Sydney 26th of June
2021

In other words, our Attorney-General, at the
behest of government, could declare an
organisation an enemy of the Commonwealth,
and then if you assist the group in any way, you
could get life imprisonment. So, by making a
small donation, or handing out flyers, or
receiving a donation from an organisation, or
country, you could potentially be thrown into jail
for life if that organisation is declared, ‘an
enemy.’ Even if you are, for example, a
supporter of China’s form of Socialism, and the
government were to declare China an enemy of
Australia, these laws could be made to apply.
However, these amendments regarding
‘Treason’ go even further, in an Amendment
to the 1975 Criminal Code, in 2003, it states
that an act of Treason could be applied if:
“(j) the action disrupts, or if carried out would
disrupt, trade or commerce: (i) between
Australia and places outside Australia; or (ii)
among the States; or (iii) within a Territory,
between a State and a Territory or between 2
Territories; or (k) the action disrupts, or if
carried out would disrupt: (i) banking (other
than State bankingnot extending beyond the
limits of the State
concerned);..’
(Amendment to the 1975 criminal code, part 5.1 in 2003,)

13.
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Above: Anti-terrorist training exercise held in Central Station in Sydney
17th of October 2017

According to Terry Goldsworthy his article in
2016, ‘Criminalising Conversations:
Australia’s damaging love affair with
consorting laws:’ restrictive laws regarding
consorting or association have now spread to
Queensland, Victoria, South Australia and
Northern Territory as well as the original,
NSW.
Above: Anti-terrorist training in Orchard Hills Sydney 26th June 2021

In other words, if you ‘disrupt’ a trade or
commerce, or banking, it could be considered an
act of ‘Treason.’ The description of what
constitutes an act of Treason is vague, and general,
and has the potential to be used against political
opponents. It could be used for example against
people attempting to prevent the sale of coal
overseas.
As Williams points out, the fact that the Federal
Government has been able to implement draconian
legislation, has encourage other state and legislative
bodies to do the same. In 5.1 of the Criminal code,
itincludes a section on ‘urging violence’ offences.
Section 80.2 makes it an offence ‘to urge the
overthrow of the Constitution or government by
force or violence, or to urge interference in
parliamentary elections.’
In other words, if you are against the Australian
Constitution, and urge the overthrow of this
constitution, then potentially you could be charged,
and even sent to jail for seven years.
Anti-Freedom of association, consorting andAntiBiker legislation
Regarding anti- freedom of association, in 2012 the
NSW government enacted legislation that was
supposedly designed to deal particularly with gang
violence, and organised crime, however, rather than
being laid largely against criminal gangs, these
laws have been directed against the poorer sections
of the community and particularly against our first
peoples. Australia’s indigenous community have
been targeted using this legislation, particularly
regarding the sections on ‘consorting,’ or having
association supposedly with gangs, criminals or
gang members.

In NSW these anti- association laws are
inserted in section 93X in the crimes Act 1900
(NSW) and later in the Crimes Amendment
Consorting and Organised Crime ACT 2012.
It is important to note that this legislation was
supposedly introduced as an attempt to deal
with the criminal activities of some of the biker
gangs, however, the words ‘biker’, ‘bike
gangs’, motorcycle clubs or any derivative of
bike does not appear in this legislation, and
rather than protecting people from illegal
activities of actual criminals, or organised
crime, as it is purported to do, this legislation
has been directed at the less fortunate and
poorer sections of the community, and could
easily be used against political and other
groups. In Part 2, the organisations section, of
the Crimes (Criminal Organisation control Act,
it sets out the circumstances an organisation
might be considered a ‘Criminal Organisation
including the following:
(iii) … current or former members of the
organisation in New South Wales have been, or
are, involved in serious criminal activity,
whether directly or indirectly and whether or
not the involvement resulted in convictions….”
(In Part 2Criminal organisations section of the Crimes
,Criminal Organisation control Act 2012 (no 9)

Above: Anti-Terrorist Training in Orchard Hills, Sydney 26th of June
2021
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The ACT states that a person can be regarded as
‘Consorting’ if one associated with a criminal
who is convicted of an indictable offense, even if
the offense isn’t recorded. Section 3 of the
Criminal Procedure Act 1986 sets out what is an
‘indictable offence,’ it states, and indictable
offence includes “assault, stealing, fraud, murder,
robbery and burglary….” This Act of consorting
however, can include criminal acts from the long
distant past, even 10 to 20 years previously, and
can include petty crimes like stealing.” A police
officer need only warn you about associating with
someone, and the next time charge you, however,
you can be convicted as habitually consorting
after associating with someone twice. As Peter
Proctor points out with consorting legislation
police can breach privacy legislation and reveal to
someone that a person has committed an offense
as ‘minor as shoplifting…Secondly, a person can
be found guilty, not necessarily by having
personal contact with the prior offender, but the
consorting can be carried out by electronic
communication such as telephone or email.’

(Proctor, Peter. 1.1.2021. Bikie Laws Criminal Groups and
Consorting Law. Proctor and Associates, Parramatta.)

According to Jane Sanders, in her article on
Consorting Laws, “consorting’ is not clearly
defined and includes electronic forms of
communication as well as personal contact and
‘Consorting can be an offence even if there is no
criminal purpose…’
(Sanders, Jane.
2013, Consorting Laws in NSW, Alternative Law Journal)
Left: March
in Brisbane
2020
Indigenous
deaths in
custody.

Potentially any organisation could be ‘declared’ a
criminal organisation, if a good enough excuse
can be found, particularly if any member or
members, had been previously convicted of what
is considered a ‘crime’ in the past twenty years.
Whilst the reasons for what is regarded as
‘treason’ are so general, these laws, especially
when combined, have the potential for any
political or social justice group, against any
aspect of the Australian constitution, declared as
an illegal organisation, their group disbanded, and
the members banned from associating.

Above: Charlie Foster, Disabled youth convicted with Consorting,
conviction overturned in 2017

This so-called anti-biker or anti- organised
crime, legislation has targeted people other than
either biker or organised crime and has
particularly targeted less privileged people. As
suggested by Paul Gregoire, in his article, ‘the
offence of Consorting in NSW, “rather than
target an outlaw motorcycle club members
following their enactment, NSW police officers
chose to take aim at Charlie Foster, a 21-yearold man living in the northern NSW town of
Inverell, who has an intellectual disability.”
(Gregoire, Paul. 12.11.2019 The Offence of Consorting in
NSW. Sydney Criminal Lawyers.)

This young disabled person was convicted due
to ‘bumping into” convicted criminals, on three
occasions, and speaking to them along side of a
road, outside of a hotel, with a group of other
people. For his ‘crime’ of ‘consorting,’ or
associating with convicted criminals, he was
sentenced to 12 months imprisonment. When he
was initially detained, police placed him in a
cell with the three men he was charged with
‘consorting’ with. This matter was later thrown
out after a Supreme court challenge in 2017.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have
particularly been targeted using this ‘Consorting
Legislation. As Dora Gillet and Sofia Bahas of
Redfern legal centre pointed out, “Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, young
people, and those experiencing homelessness
were found by the Ombudsman to be
disproportionately targeted by police, despite
any evidence of engaging in serious or
organised crime.”

(Bahas, Gillet & Gillet Dora. Consorting Laws Impact on
Vulnerable People, Redfern Legal Centre.)
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Anti-Strike Legislation: Anti Worker
legislation.

Above: Australian Transport workers on strike October 2021 for ‘secure work
arrangements’ in ongoing enterprise bargaining negotiations

According to the, Paul Gregoire, 2019, Sydney
Criminal Lawyers, David Shoebridge from the NSW
Greens managed to obtain consorting law statistics,
under a FOI application, which showed ‘… over
their first four years of operation, police had issued
8,556warnings to 2,412 individuals. Of those, 54
percent were eventually charged with consorting.
However, only 42 of those charged were related to
biker club activities.” So only 42 individuals were
actually involved in bike gangs out of approximately
1,302 individuals charged during the first four years
of operating in NSW.
“The Law Enforcement and Conduct Commission
(LECC) has begun reviewing the use of consorting
laws, with preliminary findings revealing that 40%
of people subject to consorting laws in NSW between
February 2019 and June 2020 were Indigenous.”
According to Gillet and Bahas from the Redfern
Legal Centre; the NSW Ombudsman had found that:
‘NSW Police made a policy decision to extend the
scope of the provision to all criminal offences,
instead of limiting it to organised crime as originally
intended by Parliament….”
There are some exceptions for ‘Consorting’ in the
legislation, like being a family member, or a
workplace employer, however, given that you may
not be aware of a person’s supposed ‘criminal’
history, it may come as a shock to many if police
suddenly warn someone that they can’t have contact
due to the person being a ‘criminal,’ and remember,
this legislation includes petty theft, and the ‘crime’
the could have occurred as long as 20 years
previously. In many indigenous communities it
would be difficult to stay out of someone’s way
given the often tight-knit community and extended
family groupings. Also, the question of
rehabilitation is ignored in this legislation, how can
a criminal be expected to rehabilitate themselves if
the police continually inform people not to associate
with them?

These draconian pieces of legislation are not
limited to the criminal or supposed ‘Terrorist’
areas but have crept into more mainstream areas
like workplace legislation. Anti- Strike
legislation, under the guise of workplace
fairness, have made strike action an illegal
activity except under rare and certain
circumstances. Under our current legislation,
according to the Australian Union fact sheet.
“Strikes can only happen during bargaining.At
all other times they are unlawful. Even during
bargaining there are too many hurdles. Before
workers can take a bargaining strike, they
must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Not be covered by a current enterprise
agreement.
Be in the process of bargaining for an
enterprise agreement.
Not be making claims for others by
pattern bargaining.
Prove that they are genuinely trying to
reach agreement.
Hold a secret ballot.
Give their employer three clear days
notice of the strike.
And if workers make it that far,
employers can retaliate by locking them
out without giving notice and for as long
as they want.
If a strike happens outside of bargaining,
then workers and their unions face dire
consequences.”
In other words, a worker, or group of
workers, or workers representative, under
current legislation, need to request to be
able to go on strike in the first place,
which takes away any effect a normal
strike might have. The right to strike is in
the Universal Declaration of Human
rights and yet in Australia people can be
fined personally, or even jailed, or an
organisation can be fined, and leaders
jailed, for taking strike action.
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As Stephen Long from the ABC in his article
‘Have Australia’s right to strike laws gone too far?
states, “Pursuing a common claim across an
industry in Australia is unlawful” but "pattern
bargaining"; under international labour standards,
it is perfectly acceptable, as are strikes in pursuit of
industry-wide claims for higher wages or better
conditions. (Long, Stephen. 21.3.2017 Have Australia’s Right
to Strike Laws Gone too Far? ABC News.)

Also, according to Long, Sympathy strikes, where
one group of people go out on strike in solidarity
with other striking workers, are outlawedin
Australia and under ‘Secondary boycotts laws,
unions and workers who attempt sympathy or
secondary boycotts can be penalised by huge
penalty and damages claims.’
In the area of the workplace, other unfair pieces of
legislation have been enacted like the limit placed
on compensation for workers for unfair dismissal.
The best a worker can hope for in compensation,
under unfair dismissal, is up to six months’ salary
however, most applicants receive farless. When you
consider the cost of Solicitors and Barristers, the
fact that such low levels of compensation are
granted means that many workersregard attempting
compensation, for being unfairly dismissed, a waste
of resources, money, and time.
New police powers allow police to take over
your data
Not to be outdone by earlier incarnations, against
the liberties of Australian citizens, this year Peter
Dutton introduced legislation which impinges on
the rights of citizens in the new: “Surveillance
Legislation Amendment (Identify and Disrupt) Act
2021.” This legislation supposedly gives the
Australian Federal Police and ACIC greater powers
to “disrupt and prosecute online criminal activity.”
However, given the broad and general definitions of
what constitutes ‘Online criminal activity’, along
with the fact that police can gain on the run
warrants, warrants by phone if they even ‘suspect’
activity, leaves this legislation wide open for
inappropriate abuse of the rights of individuals. The
suggestion put forward by the government was that
via this means child abuse perpetrators can be
frustrated by altering their online data however,
again the actual legislation does not confine itself to
child abusers and pedophiles or others with
criminal intent.

Above: School strike regarding climate change Melb

According to Kieran Pender of the Human
Rights Law Centre, “Minister Dutton has said
the powers granted by the bill are intended only
to be used in cases of the most severe
wrongdoing. But the bill is drafted so broadly it
overreaches far beyond what could be
considered legitimate…The Bill would give
officers of the Australian Federal Police and
Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission
access to three new types of surveillance
warrants:
•

A data disruption warrant, enabling
police to access digital data and perform
online disruption activities

•

A network activity warrant, enabling
police to collect intelligence on online
activities

•

An account takeover warrant, enabling
police to take over a person’s online
account.
19. Every increase in state surveillance

has a democratic cost, and we must not
underestimate the extent of that cost,”
Pender said.
(Kieran Pender 10th March Online Surveillance
bill a dangerous Overreach Human Rights Law
Centre.)
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Above: Peter Dutton puts forward the extension of
police powers to hack peoples’ data in 2021

Kieran Pender from the Human Rights
Commission stated, “We are particularly
concerned the powers could be used to monitor
the online activities of journalists and whistleblowers, who play a vital role in a functioning
democracy.”

According to Michael Mc Hugh from Stacks
lawyers: … Account Takeover Warrants allow
police to take control of a person's online
accounts to gather evidence and pursue other
criminal investigations…”

In its submission to the parliamentary
inquiry, the Human Rights Law Centre
highlighted a range of major concerns with the
bill, in particular:
•

“The powers it offers are extraordinarily
intrusive, and the Bill’s ‘relevant
offence’ threshold – three years’
imprisonment – is too low and should be
increased.

•

The definitions provided by the Network
Activity Warrants are so expansive as to
be practically unlimited in scope, and
could apply to individuals that have no
involvement whatsoever in the relevant
offence; and

•

The Bill enables the issuing of these
extraordinary new warrants even where
less intrusive means of gathering the
same evidence or information exist.”

(McHugh, Michael 20.10.2021. Australia:
New Laws Extend Police Power
to Hack Suspects Personal Computers. Stacks Law Firm.)

Apparently, applying this legislation, you may
not even be aware that your online equipment,
phones, computers, iPads or other equipment,
have been hacked at all, the police can hack into
your devices without you being informed and
even alter your data. Police are able to enter your
premises and remove your computer and other
equipment without prior warning.
The Australian Federal Police have attempted to
assure the public by stating that only serious
offences will come under these warrants,
however, they include offences under the
previously mentioned ‘terrorism’ laws including:
‘An activity against the security of the
Commonwealth (e.g., terrorism, foreign
interference or espionage) and ‘An activity
against the proper administration of
government…” among other general statements.
However, as we have seen, in recent years, what
can be regarded as ‘foreign interference’ for
example, can be highly debatable and ‘An activity
against the proper administration of government’
could be highly debatable as well.

(Kieran Pender 10th March Online Surveillance bill
a dangerous Overreach
Human Rights Law Centre.)

In regard to the first point of the concern
above, highlighted by the Human rights law
centre, the ‘threshold’ of ‘three years’
imprisonment, relates to crimes that have a
three year jail term, in other words police can
take over your computer in relation to crimes
that are less serious, and have a maximum of
three years jail as a penalty attached, hence the
request to increase the seriousness of the crimes
that the police are able to hack your data.

Left: Cyber
Crime police in
Queensland
Right: Police
Raid on
Australian
Workers union
offices in 2017
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Of concern also is how the police might obtain a
warrant for accessing people’s data. The Federal
Police, or Australian Crime Commission may issue
a warrant for data access, even if there is a
‘suspicion’ that an offence is ‘likely to be
committed.’ In an application for data disruption
warrant, unsworn applications can be made and
remote applications by phone, fax or email, and an
officer has 72 hours to come up with a written
application. Warrants can be endorsed ‘Orally,’ or
in writing by Federal Police. Members of the police
force, apart from Federal police, can access these
warrants if they are consider having ‘experience’
with this area. Determining the application can be
by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal member or
a Judge but it can happen prior to the application,
and it can be issued for 90 days, therefore
potentially a law enforcement officer can take over
your device for 90 days and send out or alter your
data during that period. For this purpose, a warrant
can, be issued to enter your premises and take
electronic equipment.
The Human Rights Law Centre believes a public
interest advocate should be involved in the
process to grant warrants, so where necessary they
may argue for the right to privacy and ensure the
law is not used to investigate government whistleblowers or journalists' sources.
It hasn’t gone unnoticed that the Labor Party
also allowed these new and increasingly
undemocratic pieces of legislation to pass through
parliament. This shows that the Labor party is
unable and incapable of changing the Capitalist
system and is also incapable of preventing the
march toward fascism in Australia.
As per the Human Rights Law Centre statementto
parliament on 10th March 2021 regarding the
latest incarnations of undemocratic legislation the:
“New online surveillance laws proposed by Home
Affairs Minister Peter Dutton are dangerous,
undemocratic and go far beyond what could be
considered necessary and proportionate…”
Left: Dr. Haneef Who
was held by
Australian Federal
Police for 12 days
without a charge.

Above: Scott Morrison at a news conference in June 2020 announcing
’12 million’ would be spent regarding ‘cybercrime’ on ‘Active Disruption’

In this article I have highlighted only some, ofthe
numerous, anti-worker and undemocratic pieces
of legislation in Australia. The legislation
mentioned, combined with draconian legislation
within the welfare, and workplace, all indicate an
alarming move towards what could be regarded
as a police state in Australia. Under our newer
legislation you can be held without charge,
falsely accused of terrorism, charged with
consorting, have your organisation banned, you
can not take strike action, your computer can be
taken over and information altered and sent out
from your computer, and if you are unemployed
you must comply with new regulations or you
can be cut off from your meagre income,
welcome to Australia’s emerging police state.
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Left: Nikolai
Demkov’s Kerchief
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in the Centre with
Trotsky’s corner
portrait cut out.
Ivanovo Museum
oflocal History
Right: ‘ Gethsemane’
by Mark ElliotRanken140 X 180
cm painting
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Right: Dark Angel, painting by Mark ElliotRanken 180 x 150 cm

Or are we all to blame, pushing the wild,
the natural world to the brink closer and
closer in a fatal embrace. It’s called
consumerism, it’s called vulture capitalism
it’s called unmitigated greed at any price.
I have a long history of study, first the
B.A. then the M.A. and finally the Ph.D.
what for? Almost forty years of teaching
doing Art & lecturing. It’s taken me places,
Darwin, PNG and Singapore and not just to
sightsee but to live and work in those
societies to be just a little bit ‘other’. Yet
on return to Australia my home, I found a
culture and society changed in ways that
disturbed me profoundly, thanks for
nothing John! Lots of people, living on the
streets, with soup kitchens in Martin
Place,cops as Para-military enforcers and
the elites getting more elite, more
arrogant and wealthier. The poor the
working classesmore depressed and
splintered their voices drowned out by the
likes of the Murdoch mafia stooges
running the media.
Below: Rimlands; Painting by Mark Elliot- Ranken,
1m x 2m

That history of study I am proud of, my
runs are on the board yet in this neoliberal parody of a culture it all means
nothing and it’s not just me. Why?
Because the elite 0.01% class of wealth,
privilege, power and patriarchy have
reasserted themselves in no uncertain way
they don’t want dissent…though they get
heaps. They fear the voice of the working
classes even now. They don’t want art that
asks deep questions they never had
answers to, so they attempt to destroy it
all. They however, remain afraid, who is
going to come and take it all away, the
echo of a French Revolution, more than
one and the voice of Madame guillotine is
just within hearing range, ‘rise up you
have nothing to lose but your chains’
that’s what the bushy bearded writer said
to all of us and it’s on its way. The earth in
the agony of climate change disaster
inflicted by us is reacting; Gaia has her
powers and knows when to use them. No
Roman Empire or our own can stop it,
though the talking heads think they can
just ride it out…sorry not possible21not this
time.

Here I am a well-educated unemployable
retired now old fart. Grumbling like many
an old man will do in their dotage…sigh!
Yet there is a point to this as I have a
daughter I love and fear forin this dystopia
as well as other family with beautiful
young children, what is to become of
them! I rage against not only the night but
the injustice and there is no other way to
describe it. Why should those who work
all their lives to give thosefollowing a
richer life and I do not mean simply a
materialistically richer outcome but a
quality of excitement for life be so
deprived so that a few can become so
grossly, obscenely enlarged at the expense
of the many. So maybe it is time to
embrace the revolution as an act of love
as Che implied no matter what the cost for
the sake of the many over the criminal
few.

In celebration of the Revolution here is some
early art from the Soviet Union
Below: Painting after Russian Revolution by
Konstantin Yuon entitled ‘New Planet. State
Tretyakov gallery Moscow

Dr. M. Elliot-Ranken
Alexander Deineka’s Textile Wokers 1927
State Russian Museum

Above: Lenin on the Tribune painting by Alexander Gerasimov
1930the State Historical Museum
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THEORY AND
PRACTICE
Capital, Coal, and Communist Utopias.

By Alfons the Bandicoot.
As we saw in an earlier edition of The
Agitator, there has been a long history of
anti-capitalist thinking here in Australia.
This time we will be diving into the
writingof political utopias at the end of the
1880s.
Our tale begins in 1887 in the United
States of America. An unknown and
obscure journalist called Edward
Bellamy had an idea for writing a book
of fiction. Published in 1888, his utopian
novel Looking Backward was an instant
hit, andbecame the third best-selling
book of all time, after the Christian Bible
and Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

The main theme of Looking Backward is
the emergence of a communist society,
with abundance based on the abolition of
classes, and technical and scientific
advances. Nobody knows whether Bellamy
had been studying Marx at the time, but
Laurence Gronlund’s book on Marx was
widely popular in 1888. Many workers and
their allies were discussing Marxian
notions of class and capitalism.

The book was a best-seller in Australia
and many other places. A number of
writers took to the creation of utopias,
such as the liberal feminist Catherine
Helen Spence. In Melbourne, a book was
published in 1889 with the awkward title:
Melbourne and Mars – My Mysterious Life
on Two Planets. The author was Joseph
Fraser, a spiritualist shop owner and
practitioner of hydrotherapy. Apparently,
he could also read the bumps on your
head.
Below early edition of Looking Backward
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5.In Melbourne and Mars, the utopia is
similar to the one in Bellamy’s book, but it
is set on another planet. Where Bellamy
used the concept of suspended animation,
and then a time machine, to get his
protagonist to the future and back again,
Fraser pursued a different method. The
utopian world of the peaceful and friendly
Martians, was being contacted by his
protagonist using a strong telepathic link.

Above: 1889 Communist Utopia

One particular concern of Fraser was
with the pollution of the atmosphere. The
Martians had almost destroyed their
planet, by the reckless overuse of
combustion to fuel industry. They were
able to save themselves by abolishing
capitalism, and by switching to
renewable energy. In their case, the
energy was obtained by discovering a
weird source of electricity within their
planet’s crust.

It is no more likely that Fraser read Marx,
than it is that Bellamy did. Both of these
authors are vague about the details of the
transition to the dictatorship of the
proletariat and imply that it was non-violent
or gradual. Nonsense of course! But both do
portray socialism as a real thing, and that is
valuable.
The contrast between the clean electrical
Mars, and grotty Melbourne, is made plain
in the novel. The protagonist shifts from
being on a bullet train on the Red Planet, to
Collins Street at 5 O’clock on a weekday. It
is a scene of ‘noise, smoke, dust, crushing,
and crowding’, where he is surrounded by
ordinary people. These faces in the street
are‘stern, hard, selfish, smile less, sickly,
pale, wrinkled, careworn, ugly’ (pp.51-52).
His Australian alter-ego is not a happy
chappie.
These two books, especially the
Australian one, are an excellent reminder
to us that socialism and clean energy go
together. We will never be able to truly
defeat global heating and the climate
emergency, as long aswe allow capitalism
to live on. If anybody is interested in
reading Melbourne and Mars, it has been
reprinted, in 2020, by Grattan StreetPress,
a small publisher and teaching press based
at the University of Melbourne. There is a
very good Introduction by Zachary
Kendal.
The current debacle over fossil fuels, and
especially the mining and export of thermal
coal, proves the point of Marxist-Leninist
praxis. We cannot save the planet without
immediately and totally overthrowing
capitalism, by all of the means at our
disposal.
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CWPA STATEMENT ON FAKE TRADIE
PROTESTS October 2021.

Statement of solidarity with the CFMMEU and
health workers.
The CWPA condemns the anti-lockdown fascist
protesters, and their cowardly attacks on the
union in Melbourne, and also their attacks on
health workers at vaccine hubs.
This was an act of class warfare, and an assault
upon workers who are risking their lives, and
upon those working for a living as construction
workers, including many who work in dangerous
conditions.
Workers and unions want protection from the
COVID 19 pandemic. The masses want to get
vaccinated, to protect themselves, their families,
and society.
Comrades working in mining, construction, and
forestry, who demanded consultation before
making vaccination compulsory for work,
attracted the attention of these fascist anti-vaccine
protesters, who had no rationality whatever to
justify their subsequent actions.
Showing no regard for the community or the
country, and carrying out economic sabotage via
their actions, these members of ‘Liberty Alliance
Australia’, ‘True Blue Crew’, and other fascist
groups, stand condemned.
Our Accusations.

Solidarity
As communists, we are for a collectivist
society.
We deplore ruling class backing of the antivaccine movement, from places like the
Institute for Public Affairs.
We oppose the rich, who are constantly
exploiting workers, and landlords, as a
ruling class which uses acts of class warfare.
We stand in solidarity with workers
including First Nations people, who are
fighting to get their communities protected
from this pandemic, in urban and regional
areas.
We offer unity and solidarity of the working
class, rejecting fascism and the anti-vaccine
movement, as mere footsloggers of the
ruling class.
Below Fake Tradies in Melbourne -anti
vaccine and anti-lockdown

We charge the fascists with targeting vaccine hub
workers, and with attacking the homeless, and
First Nations people.
We accuse the fascists of spitting on workers, and
of throwing bottles of urine at them.
We note that in this pandemic, it has been working
class people who had to pay the price of losing
their job or risking their lives to deliver services.
Many have been working closely with high-risk
groups in lock-down, who need to get vaccinated
but have been unable to do so.
Rejection of the science about vaccination, is a
known feature of libertarian ideologies brought
here from the United States. These libertarian
ideologies are borderline fascist.
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Che, Revisionism, and
Trotskyism.
By Sam Bullock
Che Guevara was a Marxist-Leninist, and
he was critical of Trotskyism and all
revisionist ideology.
Upon the anniversary of the death of
Ernesto Guevara, also known as Che
Guevara, on October 9th, some words are
called for. Che was not fan of Trotskyism,
from his studies of Marxist-Leninist
ideology, and especially of Lenin and Josef
Stalin, which had inspired him to become a
communist.

Che was scientific in how he saw socialism
applied, well before he met Fidel Castro in
Mexico. Going over to Cuba, learning about
the historical condition of Cuba and its socioeconomic development, and about the struggle
of José Martí against Spanish rule in1895,
confirmed Che’s practical socialism.
In a 1961 interview, Che said that ‘we
consider the Trotskyist party to be acting
against the revolution’. He also said:
‘The Revolution and the Communist Party
march together. The Trotskyists say that they
are against “Stalinism.” But in the1958
general strike, for instance, the Trotskyists
refused to cooperate with the Communist
Party.’
Che considered Trotskyism often to be the
tool of Imperialism. ‘Trotsky, along with
Khrushchev, belongs to the category of the
great revisionists’, he claimed, in a letter in
1965. We must consider at all times, that the
Trotskyist is the enemy of the revolution,
acting against its interests.

Above Family photo 1944: left to Right, a teenage Che
Guevara, Celia (mother) Celia (Sister), Roberto, Juan,
Martin, Ernesto (father) & Maria

His leftist father Don Ernesto was a farmer,
and later a builder, although he camefrom a
politically diverse family. Che grew up in
Cordoba in Eastern Argentina, later studying
Medicine at Buenos Aires.
When he graduated from university, seeing
the reality of life for working class and
Indigenous people in Latin America, he
began applying socialism. During a
motorcycle journey in 1952 he saw firsthand the exploitation by mining corporation
Anaconda in Chile.

Che Guevara left & Fidel Castro 1963, four years
after the 1959 Cuban Revolution
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Che was also critical of Nikita Khrushchev’s
revisionist ideology, a weakness that nearly
brought the world to thebrink of nuclear war.
This was a reason for Che Guevara’s
opposition to Moscow’s agreement, to have
the missiles put out of Cuba, and both Che
and Fidel were critical ofthe Soviet Union’s
revisionist path.
In 1965 his mistake of pursuing his Congo
campaign arose because of inadequate
knowledge, about the socio-economic reality
and lack of political cohesion. Congolese
were not well trained in guerrilla warfare,
and there were problems between Congolese
and Rwandans. With Che saying you cannot
liberate a people if they don’t want to be
liberated, he got smuggled back to
Czechoslovakia, then back to Cuba.

Above: Che Guevara after the battle of Santa
Clara
1st of January 1959.

The Bolivian communist party and
people were not equipped for guerrilla
warfare and had been weakened by
Trotskyist tactics. That made for a
difficult year, Che eventually being
captured by the Bolivian army and
tortured for hours. He was shot knowing
that that there were mistakes which had
been made, in applying Marxist ideology
further.
Above: Left Raul Castro (Fidel’s younger brother) & Che
Guevara in Sierra de Cristal Mountain stronghold south
of Havana Cuba June 1958

Che was in Bolivia by late 1966. In Bolivia
he made a big mistake, not looking at the
cohesion of working-class elements which is
needed for a viable revolution. He also
underestimated the military Junta of René
Barrientos, who ruled Bolivia in part by
outlawing Indigenous people from land
ownership. Barrientos was able to do a deal
with the miners, and he later ordered Che’s
execution.

There have been revisionists, asserting
that Che Guevara’s only legacyis as a
‘romantic’ revolutionary. These critics
have failed to see him as the practical
thinking Marxist-Leninist, whotook the
fight to our enemies. Rest in Power.
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Australia-United States
alliance threat to regional
peace: from Afghanistan and
the middle east to the Asia
pacific region
By Brennan Dick
Afghanistan the graveyard of empires: a
frontier that Imperialist powers cannot
conquer by military might, has once
more been taken by the Taliban. The
collapse of United States and NATO
influence in the region is similarly
called a Saigon moment, like when the
United States tried to subjugate
Vietnam, they suffered a similar
humiliating defeat. Post WW2 the
United States was defeated multiple
times in their colonial aspirations. China
and the People’s Liberation Army had
all the One-sided U.S treaties and U.S
forces within China rescinded. Vietnam
defeated an attempt to prop up the
illegitimate South Vietnamese
government and Korea was forced to a
stand still despite the numerical
advantage the NATO forces possessed.

Afghanistan in this context is no
different, as the US government thinking
that more troops will grant victory was
pervasive and believed by President
Biden. Biden said, “You have the Afghan
troops at 300 thousand, well equipped as
any army in the world, and an air force
against something like 75 thousand
Taliban.”, yet this position forgets morale
and local aspects that need to be taken
into consideration. China’s Central
Television Network stated on the 17th of
August; “Peace-making and peacebuilding are two different things. The U.S
toppled the Taliban government in a
matter of months, but nation-building
proved to be much more complicated.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2eHJc
Lyurs

The Taliban stated in its first stage of
domestic policy, regarding Women’s
Rights that women have the right to work,
and study with restrictions based around
working within Sharia law.
The media was also addressed and press
freedom was defined as “Free and
Independent”, but also existing within
“Cultural frameworks”, with the statement
made that it would oppose “Any media
practices in our country against Islam and
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Muslims.”

Regarding narcotics the Taliban promised a
country free from Narcotics, saying that
they will need help from outside elements
to have alternate crops replacing the poppy
fields.
Regarding treatment of those who
participated in the war, in the first press
conference, they said:
• “We have pardoned everybody for
thebenefit of stability or peace in
Afghanistan,”
• “Those whose lives have been lost as
aresult of fighting for the enemy, this
was their own fault. We conquered
thewhole country in a matter of
days,”
• “Nobody is going to knock on their
door and ask them who they have
been working for,”

A final statement was made saying that
translators and allies to the US military will
not be interrogated or “treated with revenge.”
https://www.rt.com/news/532319-talibanpromises-peace-rights-afghanistan/
The main issue at hand are the areas
surrounding Afghanistan: as the sect of Islam
the Taliban claims to be, is only shared with
few other countries around them. You have
surrounding nations who are of different
sects, Sunni, Shia and other middle eastern
religions as you see in Syria with multiple
religions having a hold. Another concern is
Xinjiang as that territory is Muslim, but not of
any major sect of majority of middle eastern
powers.

What makes this problem unique is; what
makes something Islamic, barbaric, or
progressive? For example, drinking alcohol for
some is banned or condemned but in Uighur
culture drinking is perfectly ok, as they are a
cultural alcohol maker. Also issues of religious
freedom could arise, as not all Arabs are
Muslim for example, not all Uighurs are
Muslim, not all people who reside there are
Muslim. But for now, it seems that the
Taliban/Xinjiang front is under control.
The primary contradiction caused by the
U.S and others, regarding Afghanistan, is they
were trying to convert the country to something
that was alien to the general population. The
U.S was also responsible for the initial
destruction of women’s rights back in 1989,
when the U.S backed anti-Soviet religious
fanatics to destroy secularism in the region,
and to destroy Soviet and or socialist influence
in the region. The U.S fails to recognise their
contradiction when in 2001 they stated they
wanted to “Fight for women’s rights” and
“Democracy” when they were the vessel for its
initial destruction, this is an indication of huge
hypocrisy.
Below: Women in Afghanistan then and now
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Above: Kabul, Afghanistan 1961

Of note also is that the introduction of
USSR troops in Afghanistan was not an act
of invasion officially, they were invited,
even requested to help by the then allied,
Afghanistan government. Another
contradiction is the U.S were not invited or
wanted by anyone in Afghanistan, but the
USSR was. Does that mean that the whole
issue of tribes supporting extremism would
have gone away under no U.S influencing
or funding of groups? Perhaps not, there
still could have been extremist groups,
however, the key difference is that at least
Afghanistan under the Soviet Union overall
would have been stabilizing influence.
Terrorism is terrorism, extremism and
fanatical religiosity comes out of poverty
and circumstance. Education is a tool which
has proven to curve extremism, and those
who were abandoned by the tribes of
Afghanistan, then were accepted and
educated by the USSR to have a future free
from conflict or poverty. Modern antiterrorism has shifted to education, reeducation and making the general lives
better for people first and foremost.

The USSR and their ally, Afghanistan, were
defeated by extremist forces the U.S and other
states propped up to fight in the cold war. It
could be said then that since 1990, the collapse
of a future happened in Afghanistan, due to the
most modern terrorist groups that plague the
world today were either created in the 1980’s or
inspired by members of the Taliban. The
Taliban was formed by Mujahadeen leaders, the
Mujahadeen was weaponised by countries such
as the U.S to destroy secularism and socialism,
thus making the Taliban powerful due to their
own founders being trained and gaining
experience and knowledge from the AfghanSoviet war.
Whilst military action in Afghanistan has
ended for Australia, another front has opened
with the withdrawal of US forces in the middle
east, to the Pacific region. The withdrawal of
troops in Afghanistan has exposed the nature of
the alliance between the U.K, U.S and
Australian government and some of the intent,
to further develop the containment of China, to
further escalate that region.
When an Imperial power withdraws from one
place, it amplifies elsewhere, the US is no
exception to this rule. In turn Australia is also
no exception by their agreement to support and
aid U.S ventures in geopolitics in Asia. The two
sources of instability instigated by the US are
first the Asian countries which the U.S wish to
have as puppets, particularly South Korea and
Japan with some efforts to try and to have
Vietnam on-side. Biden continues the Obama
era policy of containment but now with
increased brazen aggression.
Below: Afghanistan in 1960’s
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Above: 1962 Faculty of Medicine, Kabul.

This move by both Australia and the U.S
will only hurt Australia as a whole, the
implications of such a move, and the rhetoric
by Scott Morrison, to try and push New
Zealand into supporting U.S sphere politics
will be dire. So, the nuclear submarine
program which will be made in Adelaide, is
an arm of containment or Asian influence,
only after the US withdrew elsewhere did,
they reinforce the Asian sphere.
The battle for the Taliban and for
Afghanistan has now officially closed, the
new battle will be over Asia and the South
China Sea, in which the US is trying to make
a direction to “Oppose Chinese build-up”. In
the deal to get the more advanced
submarines, they undercut France, meaning
that Australia is not considering what is best
for everyone. New Zealand is a case where
they refuse nuclear weapons, New Zealand
also has shown signs of wanting economic
ties with China. Australia in such is not only
in my opinion trying to threaten China, but
also trying to threaten New Zealand.

The outcome of this move or any acceleration
will risk more instability and more unrest in
the pacific and Asia. Also of note, is that the
naval base is located near the PNG, which has
dual ownership by the US and Australia. Such
actions combined, shows an overall scale of
intent, of wanting political control and an
expansion of territorial powers. Due to the
justification used to invest in the more
advanced submarines, to “Counter” China’s
so-called” adventurism”, regardless ofPNG
and New Zealand having ties economically
with China; here the US and Australia are
trying to invest in military to increase
influence regionally to overshadow them.

About our Theory and
Practice Section
We give our comrades the opportunity to participate in
discussions about theory and practice in this section.
These articles are an opportunity for comrades to
discuss their ideas regarding theory and practice. Our
party follows the practice of Democratic Centralism,
and we actively encourage our comrades to take part.
People from outside of our party can submit articles
however, we reserve the right to not publish if these
submissions do not fall in line with Marxist-Leninist
principles. We will not publish anything that
discriminates against other groups of people on the
grounds of subjective notions of race, gender or sexual
preference or other forms of discrimination. You can
send your articles to the following email account:
brendakellaway@outlook.com
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Are you interested in Joining the Communist
Workers Party?
The purpose of Communist Workers Party of Australia is to change our Social
Economic system from a Capitalist based system to a Socialist system. The Party is a
voluntary organization of like-minded people who strive to unite in its ranks the most
politically active members of the working class and other sections of the people who
are prepared to work for the achievement of working-class state power and the
building of a Socialist Australia.

Our Party constitution is focused on maximum participation of
each individual member.
Our organisational principle combines the maximum of democratic discussion by the
entire membership to make decisions on how to advance the aims of the Party advancing the cause of the Australian working class and the achievement of
socialism. The Party members then have the obligation to carry out those majority
decisions.

Membership is open to any resident of Australia sixteen years or
older who agree with the basic principles of the Party program
and are willing to abide by the Party Constitution.
Potential Party members are assigned to a branch 3 months prior to their acceptance
to give them the full opportunity to learn how the Party works and the theory of the
working-class system, i.e., Marxism Leninism.

The Rights of Party members section in our constitution protects
our members, encouraging their participation in discussion and
respecting their opinions.
All major decision of the leadership are made by members’ vote. We have procedures
and process enshrined in our constitution to ensure these rights are protected.
Interested in more information about our Party?

Phone: 0401 824 386 Email: brendakellaway@outlook.com Mail: PO Box 367,
Hamilton, NSW, 2303 Our website: Communist Workers Party of Australia
http://communistworkerspartyofaustralia.org.au
Face book: https://www.facebook.com/people/Communist-Workers-Party-ofAustralia/100064752004320/
32

